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MATTHEW JAMES BABCOCK teaches composition, creative writing, and lit-
erature at BYU—Idaho. He holds a B.A. from Utah State University and an M.A.
in English and creative writing from Binghamton University, Binghamton, New
York. He will complete his Ph.D. in literature and criticism at Indiana University
of Pennsylvania in 2008. His novella, Impressions, a semi-finalist in Quarterly West’s
biennial competition, is forthcoming from Wild Child Publishing. He and his
wife, Missy, whose charities abound, have four daughters. An earlier version of
“Charity Never” was published under the same title in Perspective: Expressing Mind
and Spirit 4, no. 1 (Spring 2004): 43–54.

MARY LYTHGOE BRADFORD lives in a retirement condo in Leesburg, Vir-
ginia, near her daughter and four of her grandchildren. A former editor of Dia-
logue, she is the author of Lowell L. Bennion: Teacher, Counselor, Humanitarian (Salt
Lake City: Dialogue Foundation, 1995), and Leaving Home: Personal Essays (Salt
Lake City: Signature Books, 1987). She is working on a novel and a poetry collec-
tion, which is scheduled for publication in the spring of 2008.

DON W. JENKINS is originally from Heber City, Utah, but has lived and
worked for the last thirty-four years in the San Diego area with his wife, Robyn.
With their children grown and gone, he writes poetry, throws pots, and does
choral singing. This poem is about Land’s End in San Francisco.

DAVID CLARK KNOWLTON, associate professor of anthropology at Utah Val-
ley State College, specializes in the anthropology of religion in Latin America. He
presented an earlier version of this paper at the Society for the Anthropology of
Religion in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, 2005, and at the Sunstone
Symposium in Salt Lake City, August 2005. Portions of the research for this pa-
per were funded by a Presidential Faculty Fellowship, the office of Vice President
Brad Cook, the School of Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences, and the Depart-
ment of Behavioral Sciences, all at Utah Valley State College.

NEYLAN MCBAINE lives in Boston with her husband, Elliot Smith, and their
two little girls. She is the author of Daughters of Ishmael: A Mormon Woman’s Transi-
tion into an Adulthood of Faith (forthcoming).

HENRY L. MILES retired after a career in the Foreign Service. During his eleven
years in Latin America, he served as counselor to three mission presidents while
his wife, Carol, served on mission boards and as Relief Society president. After re-
tiring, both took degrees at BYU. They have five children and twenty grandchil-
dren, the oldest just returned from a mission. Henry spends his writing time on
family narratives and personal essays. An earlier version of this essay was pub-
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lished in Quire: An English and Literature Department Publication for Scholarly Papers
(Utah Valley State College), 2006, 43–58.

NATHAN OMAN is a professor at The College of William & Mary’s Mar-
shall-Wythe School of Law, where he specializes in contracts and jurisprudence.
He, his wife, Heather, and their two children live in Williamsburg, Virginia,
where Nathan serves in the Young Men’s presidency of the Jamestown Ward. He
is also one of the founders of Times & Seasons (www.timesandseasons.org) a
Mormon-themed weblog.

KIM B. ÖSTMAN is a doctoral student at Åbo Akademi University, Finland,
with a focus on issues related to the sociology of religion. He is also a doctoral stu-
dent in the field of communication microelectronics at Tampere University of
Technology, Finland, and one of the founders of the European Mormon Studies
Association (EMSA).

LEE ROBISON and his wife, Kathy, live in Poolesville, Maryland. Lee’s poems
have appeared in several issues of Dialogue and in several other journals. For the
last ten years, he has been involved with the Hyattstown Mill Arts Project in
Hyattstown, Maryland, where he has taken up painting and where he hosts at
least two literary evenings a year.

JOHNNY TOWNSEND earned an MFA in fiction writing from Louisiana State
University. Over sixty of his stories and essays have appeared in print, including
pieces in Newsday, The Washington Post, The Los Angeles Times, The Humanist, The
Progressive, Army Times, Medical Reform, Christopher Street, and the anthology In Our
Lovely Deseret: Mormon Fictions. He currently lives in Seattle.

JOHANNA WAGNER is a Ph.D. candidate at Arizona State University and a
Ph.D. research fellow at Ghent University in Belgium. She is currently working
on the project “Judith Butler Revisited” at Ghent University, where she is also
writing her dissertations. Her concentration is modernist American/British
women’s literature, and her areas of expertise are gender and feminist theories.

ETHAN YORGASON is an interdisciplinary geographer who has written fre-
quently on Mormonism. Among other publications, his Transformation of the Mor-
mon Culture Region (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2003), won the Best First
Book Award from the Mormon History Association, and a recent article (in
Charles H. Lippy’s three-volume Faith in America series) explores the claim that
Mormonism is the quintessential American religion. He began his publishing ca-
reer with a Dialogue article, jointly authored with his wife, Chiung Hwang Chen,
on media portrayals of Mormons as a model minority (32, no. 2 [Summer 1999]:
107–28), and has recently guest-edited articles for Dialogue’s “Thinking Globally”
series. Yorgason, who teaches at Brigham Young University—Hawai’i, took his
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Ph.D. at the University of Iowa, where he first became friends with John Durham
Peters. Acknowledgements: “I thank Joelle Birano for assistance with the tran-
scription of the interview, and Brigham Young University—Hawai’i for providing
funding that facilitated the interview. I especially appreciate John Durham Peters
taking time out of a hectic schedule to host me and fit in this interview.”

DARLENE YOUNG lives in South Jordan, Utah, with her husband and four
sons. She currently serves as secretary for the Association for Mormon Letters
and on the editorial board of Segullah, an LDS women’s literary magazine.
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