
that does not criticize nor seek to cast
doubt on the fundamental tenets, I, for
one, will subscribe and read.

Richard Ward
Eden Prairie, Minnesota

A Note to Jiro Numano from a Nisei
American

This is a note to Jiro Numano in regard
to his recent article in Dialogue (“Perse-
verance and Paradox: The Struggle of
the LDS Church in Japan Today,” 39,
no. 4 [Winter 2006]: 138–55). I am Ni-
sei, a U.S. citizen, and non-LDS. I am
seventy-one years old and have associ-
ated with many members of the LDS
Church during and after World War II
in Ogden, Utah. I have worked for a
Japanese company for ten years and
have associated with a Japanese com-
pany for three years in the Human Re-
sources Management. I am presently re-
tired.

My mother and father were baptized
in a Protestant church in Japan, my
mother in an American mission, my fa-
ther in an English mission. Here are my
thoughts about my mother’s belief in
Christianity. She believed in a supersti-
tious way and, more often than not, re-
sorted to her earlier Japanese beliefs.
She participated with a Protestant
church because of her love of music.
My father was more on the neutral side,
participating inconsistently.

My observations of the Japanese way
of life are the following: They follow the
crowd and try not to stick out in a
group or crowd. They are very sensitive
to the opinion of others. They follow
many built-in cultural obligations, ob-
serving births, birthdays, and deaths.

Public image is very important. They
are very stoic. They do not complain
to friends or relatives and do not in-
volve others in their predicaments.
Traditions are very important even
though they may not understand their
origins. Their ability to inquire and
their ability to express healthy skepti-
cism are not very highly developed.
Academic achievement is very impor-
tant. They feel insecure when change
is suggested. Buddhism and Shinto-
ism are formalities and may not be to-
tally understood by the majority. Voca-
tional image and positions are critical.
A well-established relationship is the
ultimate requirement before trust is
developed.

I write all of the above because I
feel that Japanese culture has to be
better understood before there can be
growth in spiritual areas. I am re-
minded about why the United States
may not be successful in the Middle
East. We Americans, as a country, do
not understand many cultures. I just
felt compelled to write to Jiro to give
him my input. I hope that it will be
taken as thoughts for future consider-
ation and not taken as preaching to
the choir.

Yukio Shimomura
Morgan Hill, California

Jiro Numano Responds

Thank you so much for your frank
comments on my article, “Persever-
ance and Paradox: The Struggle of the
LDS Church in Japan Today.” Your
observations of the Japanese way of
life are correct and are still observed
among Japanese society. I agree with
you.

vi DIALOGUE: A JOURNAL OF MORMON THOUGHT, VOL. 40, NO. 3



I suppose your comments are based
on your lifelong personal experiences
as you must have gone through various
predicaments both in American society
and Japanese organizations for a long
time. I appreciate your complimentary
note very much.

You will be interested to know that,
in my former articles in Dialogue, I de-
scribed some of the Japanese character-
istics like hon-ne and tatemae, respect for
order and authority (29, no. 1 [Spring

1996]), and passivity in communica-
tion (13, no. 1 [Spring 1980]).

I wish you good health.

Jiro Numano

Hiroshima, Japan

Erratum: The name of Kristen Carson,
author of the short story “Follow Me,
Boys,” was misspelled in the table of
contents of Dialogue 40, no. 2 (Sum-
mer 2007).
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