
Scriptural Cosmology

As a life-long amateur astronomer, I
found Kirk D. Hagen’s article, “Eternal
Progression in a Multiverse: An Explor-
ative Mormon Cosmology” (39, no. 2
[Summer 2006]: 1–45), to be an adept
synopsis of the current principal scien-
tific cosmologies. However, as a
long-time convert to the LDS faith I
found Hagen’s proficiency in scriptural
cosmology wanting.

Hagen asks: “How can the universe
spatially or temporarily accommodate
[eternal beings]?” And “where is there
space or time for the innumerable
‘intelligences’ or ‘spirits?’” (3). Revela-
tory cosmology answered Hagen’s
query in 1832: “There are many king-
doms; for there is no space in the which
there is no kingdom; and there is no
kingdom in which there is no space, ei-
ther a greater or a lesser kingdom”
(D&C 88:37).

John Stewart Bell, a theoretical phys-
icist at the CERN accelerator in Gen-
eva, developed Bell’s Theorem, which
asserts that reality is nonlocal. In
plainer terms, the three dimensions of
space are illusory. Many scientists are
understandably reluctant to accept the
seeming absurdity of a nonlocal cos-
mos, although repeated accelerator ex-
periments have confirmed some key el-
ements of the hypothesis. If the
nonlocal Mormon multiverse reflects
scientific reality, then there is ample
room for universes in one’s thumb, and
ultimately our universe may be in some-
one else’s.

The scriptural Mormon multiverse
is so vast that the Lord must prohibit
Moses, in his exuberance, from seeing
it all: “No man can behold all my works

and afterwards remain in the flesh on
the earth. . . . The heavens, they are
many, and they cannot be numbered
unto man” (Moses 1:5, 37). Given the
distinctly parochial scientific and
theological views of the universe that
were contemporary with Joseph
Smith, these scriptural cosmologies
are shockingly expansive and will be
for years to come.

As for the death of God at this uni-
verse’s demise, Hagen quotes philoso-
phers Paul Copan and William Craig,
who maintain that God would be
“swallowed up and crushed into obliv-
ion in the Big Crunch” (18). God in-
structs Moses on this issue as well: “As
one earth shall pass away, and the
heavens thereof even so shall another
come; and there is no end to my
works” (Moses 1:38). Hebrews 1:10–
12 illustrates the same concept: “Lord,
the heavens are the works of thine
hands: They shall perish; but thou
remainest. And as a vesture shalt thou
fold them up [think: “Big Crunch”],
and they shall be changed [Big Bangs];
but thou art the same and thy years
shall not fail.”

Neil Turok, Cambridge University,
suggests: “The universe may be infi-
nitely old and infinitely large.” He is
quoted by Francis Reddy, who adds:
“The scientists argue the universe is at
least a trillion years old and under-
went repeated Big Bangs” (Reddy, “Is
the Big Bang an Encore"? Astronomy
Magazine, October 2006, 26).

On the subject of innumerable
“intelligences,” cosmologist Frank
Tipler of Tulane University is the au-
thor of the Omega Point Theory,
which stipulates that the ultimate
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