
product of universal evolution must
necessarily be God. He concedes that a
significant vulnerability of the theory is
that the math appears to lead to a meta-
physical absurdity: “an infinite number
of gods” (Kip Thorne, Caltech, and
Tipler, “A Cosmological Dialogue on
the Physics of Immortality,” Skeptic 3,
No. 4 [1995]: 64). Thorne rejoins: “So
instead of verifying the tenets of Chris-
tian theology you [Tipler] have verified
the tenets of polytheistic theology”
(65).

Imagine: an infinite, nonlocal, poly-
theistic cosmos! It really does sound de-
lightfully absurd and unabashedly Mor-
mon, doesn’t it? Science will always lag
behind revealed cosmology, naturally;
but the empirical vindications of our
faith are certainly welcome.

Michael E. McDonald
Chester, Idaho

An Artist Declares His Independence

When initially contacted about the
reproduction of my work for the cover
of Dialogue in conjunction with an arti-
cle by Glen Nelson (“The Mormon Art-
ists Group: Adventures in Art Mak-
ing,” 39, no. 3 [Fall 2006]: 115–24), I
agreed without much thought. I recog-
nize that Dialogue is a small publication
with a highly specialized audience.
However, the arrival of the journal and
its contents have occasioned some in-
trospection and concern.

In the development of my work, I
have often included Mormon themes. I
have done this for several reasons that
are perhaps too elaborate for this note.
The one that seems most relevant to
this forum is as a process of psychologi-

cal tension release. The process of
making images has been, and remains,
a way of sorting through my relation-
ship to the world.

Anyone who becomes interested in
the Sunstone/Dialogue forums has be-
come aware of the tensions that exist
in the Mormon world, and there are
many. While I have never subscribed
to either publication, the presence of
both has always been something of in-
terest. I am frequently amazed at the
kind of organization and dedication
that “the Mormon people” can ex-
hibit. Glen Nelson is to be com-
mended for his project.

However, upon opening this issue
of Dialogue, the first I had held in a
number of years, I was taken back to
some of the issues that have ultimately
informed my decision to leave the
Church.

Specifically, it was the first letter to
the editor, “Shall I Go or Shall I Stay?”
by Name Withheld (v–vii). In it, the
author vividly depicts the kind of con-
tradictions that some Mormons face.
Caught between what is feared, an
empty secular world, and the warm
embrace of the local Mormon com-
munity, this family chooses activity in
the Church, but not without cost. It
left me feeling sad. It saddens me that
American culture seems to force peo-
ple into this kind of bargain. It sad-
dens me that this obviously thinking
and caring person belongs to a
Church where he is embarrassed to
sign his name to a letter that expresses
his true inner dialogue.

But I was also irritated and dis-
gusted. Activity in the Mormon
Church, and in particular financial
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