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Kirk Hagen's Accomplishment
Professor Kirk D. Hagen should be
commended for his outstanding essay:
"Eternal Progression in a Multiverse:
An Explorative Mormon Cosmology,"
(39, no. 2 [Summer 2006]: 1-45)
Above all, Hagen has clarified many
profound cosmological ideas. In addi-
tion, he has revealed the possibility of a
multiverse congruous with the central
tenet of Mormon doctrine: eternal pro-
gression. This is masterful work. The
groundwork has clearly been estab-
lished for LDS scientists. They will defi-
nitely add their knowledge and per-
spective to fiiis exciting venture. To this
end, there is also a great opportunity
for this essay to become an interesting
topic for Dialogue in the future.

LaValW. Spencer, M.D.
Ogden, Utah

Natural vs. Supernatural
It was great to see some serious science
treated well in Dialogue: KirkD. Hagen,
"Eternal Progression in a Multiverse:
An Explorative Mormon Cosmology,"
39, no. 2 (Summer 2006): 1-45- It is an
infrequent event for Dialogue. Unfortu-
nately, this excellent article again dem-
onstrates the reason for this dearth. Sci-
ence and religion are both serious sub-
jects and worth further thought, but
not together. One is the world of natu-
ral law, the other is the wotld of the su-
pernatural. Trying to understand one
by means of the other does harm to
both.

I don't know Kitk Hagen's reasons
for this attempted reconciliation, but
usually such enterprises are based on
the hope that finding some correlation

of one with the other will support
both. Since the time of Newton, think-
ers have tried to emulate the poweT of
his construction of a mathematical ba-
sis fOT scientific observation in other
areas of drought. In many cases this
has worked spectacularly well, as wit-
ness our scientific society and its
achievements. In other disciplines, it
is still a work in progress, but clearly it
is a useful task and it has a clearly de-
fined methodological direction.

In this case, the science of branes
and multiverses is so fragmentaty and
preliminary that conclusions are pre-
mature. String theory has great appeal
but no real support from experimental
work. Physics has rarely strayed so far
from experimental grounding for its
ideas as it has with string theory. All
scientists (including Hagen) acknowl-
edge the speculative nature of these
ideas, but most (including Hagen) are
unwilling to forego the pleasure of rev-
eling in their bizarre natute and tanta-
lizing suggestions.

Trying to livesimultaneouslyinthe
worlds of the natural and the super-
natural is difficult. Working in science
and coming home to religion is hard if
you don't tecognize the conflict of
epistemologies. Faith is important to
us as individuals, as families, and as a
society, but not as a way of acquiring
real knowledge of the world. Religion
and faith opetate more or less success-
fully in the realms of personal psychol-
ogy, emotion, sociology, and societal
policy, but not in the atea of natural
law. That does not make them less im-
portant, but it does severely restrict
their place in our thinking and OUT ac-
tions in the wotld. We should not ex-
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