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ateness of the word angel, Vogel writes:
"I think it's best to regard the word 'an-
gel' (as we do the terra 'urirn and
thummim') as anachronistic to the
1823 setting" (x). The term "urim and
thummim" has been questioned for
two reasons, which are related: Mor-
mon usage of the term "Urim and
Thummim" has not been documented
prior to 1833 (Richard Van Wagoner
and Steven Walker, "Joseph Smith:
'The Gift of Seeing,'" Dialogue: A Jour-
nal of Mormon Thought 15, no. 2 [Sum-
mer 1982]: 53.). Conversely, it does not
show up in earlier sources where you
would expect to find it. For example,
Smith's 1832 history mentions only
that "the Lord had prepared spectacles
for to read the Book" (Joseph Smith, "A
History of the Life of Joseph Smith Jr.,"
Joseph Smith Letterbook I, 5, LDS
Church Archives). By the same reason-
ing, should we regard the word angel as
anachronistic to the 1823 setting? The
fact is that the word "angel" does appear
in the earliest sources. And using the
same standatd, we have more reason to
regard the treasure guardian motif as
anachronistic to the 1823 setting.

Mark Ashurst-McGee
West Jordan, Utah

A Founder Bows Out
I have been associated with Dialogue
since Gene England stopped me on
the stairs of the Stanford Library ro-
tunda, in 1965 or 1966, and asked me
how the nascent group could solicit
subscriptions from libraries.

After he explained what the group
was endeavoring to accomplish, I ad-
vised him to "give it up." Periodicals
come and go with the wind, and the
chances of succeeding were slim. His
response was to put me to work, and
thus began my quarterly column
'Among the Mormons." When Wes
Johnson left Stanford, Dialogue moved
to Los Angeles, thanks to Robert Rees.
I was literally the last staffer stand-
ing—in the Johnson garage as the mov-
ing van pulled away from the house.

I am now seventy-nine and in fail-
ing health. In addition 1 find the arti-
cles in Dialogue much too sophisti-
cated for my feeble brain. Conse-
quently 1 have decided not to renew
my subscription.

I wish you continued success in an
enterprise that has succeeded when 1
predicted failure.

Ralph Haruen
Boise, Idaho
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