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be perfect symmetry if we, who helped
in the creation of this world, were the
spirits who matured as the world ma-
tured through all these long, long years.

The problems of the last judgment
and reward of heaven or hell after only
one life are pointed out in Dante's Di-
vine Comedy. I was absolutely shaken by
the vision of this cruel god who would
damn souls for eternity for poor judg-
ment or even true love. It is like dying
for not seeing a stop sign, only this
death is eternal. We Mormons are
somewhat more forgiving than Dante's
Catholicism, but not much.

Therefore I vote for reincarnation
along with Brigham Young.

Bob Wrathall
Scotts Valley, California

More on Premortal Spirits

Editor's note: This letter was initially posted
at Dialogue Paperless, Letters (Spring
2006), http://www. dialoguejournal.
com/and is printed here with the author's
permission.

Kent C. Condie's article on premortal
spirits ("Premortal Spirits: Implications
for Cloning, Abortion, Evolution, and
Extinction," Dialogue: A Journal of Mor-
mon Thought 39, No. 1, [Spring 20061:
35-56) centers on a problem concern-
ing the relationship between our physi-
cal bodies and our premortal spirit bod-
ies. Traditionally, Mormonism has ar-
gued that these two bodies look alike.
However, our physical bodies are
largely a result of the particular parents
we have and the genes they pass on to
us. How can these two ideas both be
true? One possible explanation is that

the entire genetic history of the earth
was predetermined, but this is un-
workable in the context of Mormon
theology, so Condie rightly rejects it.
Instead, he offers two possible expla-
nations which I paraphrase as follows:

1. God does not create spirit bodies
until conception, when the genetic
make-up of the physical body is
known.

2. God creates generic spirits that
are not predestined for a specific phys-
ical body.

The first possible solution strikes
me as untenable for the following rea-
son: Although our physical bodies are
largely a result of our genes, they are
not fully determined by our genes.
Thus, even if God waits until the mo-
ment of conception (or thereabouts)
to create our spirit bodies, he still does
not have enough information to know
what our physical bodies will look like.
For example, the appearance of our
physical bodies can be greatly influ-
enced by poor nutrition, by disease, or
by disfiguring accidents.

This means that even if God does
wait until conception to create a spirit
body, Mormon theology will still have
to account for differences between the
appearance of that spirit body and the
physical body it inhabits. That is, we
will still need explanation 2 or some-
thing like it.

As a defense of explanation 1
against this criticism, one might be
tempted to argue that the spirit bodies
God creates are not "supposed to"
match our physical bodies with respect
to disfiguring injuries. For example, if
a person loses a limb in a farming acci-
dent, no one expects that this amputa-
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