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[Winter 2005] 3-36) and the critique
of the Alma 36 chiasmus is an impor-
tant (if controversial) corrective (Earl
M. Wunderli, "Critique of Alma 36 as
an Extended Chiasmus," 38, no. 4
[Winter 20051: 97-112). My favorite ar-
ticle, though, has to be the Cetti
Cherniak essay: "Napoleon Dynamite,
Priesthood Skills, and the Eschatology
of the Non-Rational: A Nonwarranted
Physiotheologic Analysis," 38, no. 4
(Winter 2005): 129-40.

I didn't understand about half of it,
but I didn't mind, because the half I
did understand alternated between be-
ing brilliant and hilarious. That's the
kind of thing you simply won't read
anywhere but in Dialogue. It is an abso-
lute gem. I wonder if you could provide
more information about the author,
who seems to be a fascinating person.

Patrick Mason
South Bend, Indiana

Note: Cetti Cherniak is a wife, mother, and
grandmother, a certified auto mechanic,
electronics and optical lab technician, herb-
alist, Vipassana meditation practitioner,
and fiction writer. She has a B.A. in Slavic
languages and literatures from Indiana Uni-
versity and pursues graduate studies in sys-
tematic theology at the University of Notre
Dame with an emphasis in aesthetics.

Mormons for Reincarnation

In Kent Condie's article, "Pre-Mortal
Spirits: Implications for Cloning,
Abortion, Evolution, and Extinction,"
39, no. 1 (Spring 2006): 35-56, he
quoted Brigham Young on the topic. I
looked up the full quotation, which
reads: "President Young said when
some people have little children born at

6 <SL 7 months pregnancy & they live
but a few hours then die they bless
them, name them etc[.] but I don't do
it for I think that such a spirit has not
[had] a fair chance FOR I THINK
THAT SUCH A SPIRIT WILL
HAVE A CHANCE OF OCCUPY-
ING ANOTHER TABERNACLE
AND DEVELOP ITSELF. THIS IS
NEW DOCTRIN [SIC] YET IT
LOOKS CONSISTENT" (Brigham
Young, quoted in Wilford Woodruff,
in Waiting for World's End: The Diaries
of Wilford Woodruff, edited by Susan
Staker, on Infobase Library, CD-ROM
[Orem, Utah: Infobase, 1998]; empha-
sis in original).

Brigham Young opened a door
wide enough to drive Hinduism into
Mormonism. I have often thought
that reincarnation would solve all the
problems which Condie alluded to. If
we have only one life, there would
seem to be too much arbitrariness and
too many injustices in assignments,
gifts, and chances. If we have as many
lives as needed to get it right, then one
bad one, or a natural or intentional
abortion, or other unfortunate event
will not affect the ultimate outcome of
the course of our eventual karma.

I have collected substantial heat for
this suggestion, but here is Brigham af-
firming my supposition. Brigham said
that he thought people needed a "fair
chance." Now, his idea of a fair chance
was something longer than a few
hours. My idea of a fair chance is a
whole lifetime or many lifetimes—time
enough to get it right, as many times as
it takes to progress onward to some
nirvana like the celestial kingdom.

I have often thought that it would
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