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POLLY AIRD is an independent historian living in Seattle, Washington.
She is descended from five Scottish families who converted to Mormon-
ism in the 1840s and came to Utah in the 1840s and 1850s: the
Adamsons, Airds, McAuslans, McLeans, and Muirs. She is currently
working on a biography of her great-great-uncle, Peter McAuslan.

MATTHEW JAMES BABCOCK, a former substitute teacher, free-lance
proofreader, and assembly-line worker, has taught composition, literature,
and creative writing at BYU-Idaho for seven years. His stories and poems
have appeared in many publications. He and his wife, Missy, have three
daughters. In fair weather, he bikes to work. In foul, he walks.

MOLLY MCLELLAN BENNION, an attorney, is a member of the Dia-
logue Board of Directors, chair of the Northwest Sunstone Symposium,
and a teacher in the Relief Society.

MARY LYTHGOE BRADFORD lives in a retirement condo in Leesburg,
Virginia, near her daughter and four of her twelve grandchildren. She is
working on a novel and a poetry collection. She is the author of Lowell L.
Bennion: Teacher, Counselor, Humanitarian (Salt Lake City: Dialogue Foun-
dation, 1995) and Leaving Home: Personal Essays (Salt Lake City: Signature
Books, 1987) and hopes to continue working on Dialogue for the next
forty years.

KIRK D. HAGEN did his undergraduate work in physics and holds a
Ph.D. in mechanical engineering. He is a professor of engineering at
Weber State University in Ogden, Utah, and the author of two engineer-
ing texts and numerous engineering papers. An active member of the
LDS Church, he resides in Centerville, Utah.

GARY HERNANDEZ works for a major oil company and resides in
Ascot, England, with his wife, Maggie, their three children, and a pet
snake. He has published fiction and nonfiction in obscure and otherwise
infrequently read journals. He received his English literature master of
arts from George Mason University and his M.S. in technical writing from
Utah State University.
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MICHAEL W. HOMER is a practicing trial lawyer in Salt Lake City and
chair since 2003 of the Utah Board of State History. He is the author of
"Masonry and Mormonism in Utah, 1850-1984," Journal of Mormon His-
tory 18 (Fall 1992): 57-96; and "'Similarity of Priesthood in Masonry':
The Relationship between Freemasonry and Mormonism," Dialogue: A
Journal of Mormon Thought 27 (Fall 1994): 1-113. He is the recipient of the
Lowell L. Bennion Editor's Award, the T. Edgar Lyon Award of Excel-
lence, and the John Whitmer Historical Association Best Article Award.

CARRIE A. MILES, a frequent speaker at Sunstone symposia, is the au-
thor of The Redemption of Love: Rescuing Marriage and Family from the Eco-
nomics of a Fallen World (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Brazos Press, 2006) and co-
author with Laurence R. Iannaccone of Male and Female in Christ (San
Jose, Calif.: Lem Press, 1999). She holds a doctorate in social and organi-
zational psychology from the University of Chicago and is currently a se-
nior research fellow at the Consortium for the Economic Study of Reli-
gion at George Mason University, Fairfax, Virginia. She and her husband,
Laurence R. Iannaccone, have two grown children. This paper is taken
from The Redemption of Love and was presented at the 2005 annual meet-
ing of Society for the Scientific Study of Religion/Association for the
Study of Religion, Economics, and Culture. Used by permission. She
thanks Laurence R. Iannaccone and Anne Mikkola for their comments
and suggestions.

ROBERT A. REES, a past editor of Dialogue (1971-76), has taught litera-
ture at the University of Wisconsin, UCLA, and UC Santa Cruz. He was
also a Fulbright Professor of American Literature at Vytautas Magnus
University in Kaunas, Lithuania (1995-96). A poet and essayist, he has
served as an LDS bishop and member of the Baltic States Mission presi-
dency, and is Director of Education and Humanities at the Institute of
HeartMath in Boulder Creek, California.

DEB THORNTON, who lived and studied literature in Albuquerque,
New Mexico, in the early 1990s, is an Associate Professor of English and
Literature at Utah Valley State College in Orem, Utah.
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