
Letters to the Editor vn

audience? In this respect, Hamb-
lin's comments about Price's athe-
ism suggest really something quite
close to the irrelevant argument of
my imaginary interlocutor: Price's
theory of the origin of the Book of
Mormon is absurd, but what should
we expect from an atheist?

Robert Garrett
Evanston, Illinois

Erotic Literature and the Lord

I haven't taught the Gospel Doc-
trine class nearly as long as Molly
Bennion has, nor have I researched
the Song of Songs as she has ("Tem-
poral Love: Singing the Song of
Songs," 36, no. 3 [Fall 2003]:
153-58), but I discovered this year
with the help of Dialogue and a
search on the Church's website that
the Lord may read erotic literature.

The description of the lady lover
in Solomon's Song 6:10 is quoted
in the March 1836 Kirtland Temple
dedicatory prayer which Joseph
Smith received by revelation (D&C
109:73). There, of course, the de-
scription is not erotic but is rather a
description of the Church which
was to "come forth out of the wil-
derness of darkness, and shine
forth fair as the moon, clear as the
sun, and terrible as an army with
banners." See also Doctrine and
Covenants 5:14 (March 1829)
where the Lord refers to "the com-
ing forth of my church out of the

wilderness—clear as the moon,
and fair as the sun, and terrible as
an army with banners," and Doc-
trine and Covenants 105:31 (June
1834), where the Lord enjoins his
(Zion's Camp) army to be sancti-
fied "that it may become fair as
the sun, and clear as the moon,
and that her banners may be terri-
ble unto all nations."

These uses follow the centu-
ries-old allegorical interpretation
of the Song of Songs with Christ
represented by the male and the
Church represented by the fe-
male. That interpretation appears
in the page headings of my LDS
missionary edition of the Bi-
ble—perhaps because it was merely
"specially bound" for, but not ed-
ited by, the Church. These head-
ings have been removed from the
1979 LDS edition and chapter
headings without allegorical inter-
pretations being added. In view of
the Lord's use of the Song in the
Doctrine and Covenants, those
LDS readers like Molly Bennion
and Wayne Schow ("Sexual Mo-
rality Revisited," 37, no. 3 [Fall
2004]: 114-36) may need to ac-
knowledge at least some kind of
validity in the allegory.

The 1979 LDS edition also
notes that the Joseph Smith
Translation manuscript states:
"The Songs of Solomon are not
inspired writings." This is an issue
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