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thors with scholars. By conflating
two entirely distinct kinds of writ-
ing, Tobler has done a disservice to
Mormon studies and to the schol-
arly community.

Equally important, his rejection
of all work other than that which he
regards as "faithful" implies that
current members of the LDS
Church have nothing to learn from
the rest of the world. Sensible peo-
ple know well that this is not the
case, and that such a position can-
not be consistent with an ambitious
and mature faith. Indeed, the posi-
tion seems at odds with the
Church's own Thirteenth Article of
Faith.

Of course, we do not mean to im-
ply that historical scholarship writ-
ten by current members of the
Church is itself somehow suspect or
uninformed. Every faith benefits
enormously from the perspective of
"insider" scholars. To confuse
membership with what should
count as scholarship, however, is to
elevate parochialism over profes-
sionalism. In an excess of zeal,
Tobler's letter goes too far.
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Room for Reason and Study

I was taken aback by the as-
sumptions and prejudice toward
intellectuals displayed in Douglas
F. Tobler's letter to the editor. I
have always believed that Lat-
ter-day Saints were urged to use
their intellect and study out gospel
matters in their minds before a
spiritual witness was granted
(D&C 9:8). Thus, I am glad that
Dialogue provides an open forum
to those who wish to freely express
their thoughts and present find-
ings of their research to a broad
Mormon audience.

As a sincere Latter-day Saint,
currently serving as bishop, I faith-
fully revere the Church primarily
as God's kingdom on earth. Never-
theless, I acknowledge and am at
times painfully reminded that the
Lord's Church functions in a real
world, not in an isolated habitat or
a social vacuum. Though super-
vised by revelation, it is human-led
and operates an extensive bureau-
cracy and financial empire. While
non-Mormon writers may not
share my own sense of awe as I
marvel at the workings of the Holy
Spirit in Christ's restored Church,
I do not know why principles of
reason and scientific methods
would cease to be in force when
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