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Working Documents

The mighty "Black and Blue/' Dia-
logue Vol. I, No. 11 Spring 1966 is one of
my most cherished possessions. I
picked it up years ago in a used book-
store on Center Street in Provo. If I re-
member correctly, I paid only two dol-
lars for it. I see, as I strum through it
now, gobs of yellow highlights and
notes in the margins. All my Dialogues
are like this—working documents, not
prissy little things for show.

I thank you and all the past edi-
tors of Dialogue. Though, by Mormon
standards, I may not be holding on to
the "Rod" with both hands (most
times I'm not holding on at all), I be-
lieve your work has helped me to
think new thoughts, to grow personal
integrity, and to value higher honesty
in myself and others.

David L. Hintz
West Jordon, Utah

A "Traditional Mormon" Thanks
Gene

The Spring 2002 issue of Dialogue
(vol. 35, no. 1), in its "Remembering
Eugene England" section, contained
many stories, images, and remem-
brances that were heartfelt and deeply
moving. To Dialogue's immense credit
you also included a section called "En-
countering Eugene England," which
contained three essays written by Gene
himself, to remind us of his valuable
contribution to Mormon letters. The

two sections served to nicely balance
the tributes to Eugene England the
man with distinctive examples from
Eugene's body of work.

I never knew Gene personally.
This is perhaps because both my grad-
uate and undergraduate work were
done at the university Brigham Young
founded, rather than the one that bears
his name. Nevertheless, I have often
felt that I "knew" Gene through the in-
telligent, thoughtful, and personal na-
ture of his writing. His family, col-
leagues, and many friends will, no
doubt, continue to cherish and share
their personal memories and stories of
him. This is as it should be. For myself,
however, I know I will continue to re-
turn to, and be comforted by, his in-
sightful writing.

It is in this regard that I wish to ex-
press my view that the Spring 2002
issue of Dialogue contains the most
important Mormon essay since
Richard Poll's "What the Church
Means to People Like Me" was first
printed in the Winter 1967 issue. I am
speaking of Eugene England's essay
"The Weeping God of Mormonism."
This seminal work by the Dean of Mor-
mon Essayists, published for the first
time posthumously, deserves serious,
prayerful study by anyone interested
in the future of Mormonism.

In this essay, Eugene illuminates a
crisis at the heart of our faith that, until
now, has remained hidden. The god of
Joseph, Hyrum, and Brigham is under
attack by modern neo-orthodox Mor-
mon teachers. If he is not defended im-
mediately and vigorously, he could dis-
appear completely within a generation.
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In the centuries following the cru-
cifixion of Christ, the schoolmen grad-
ually changed the essential doctrines
of true Christianity. Eventually they
created a God that was omnipotent,
omniscient, and omnipresent. Mor-
mons used to refer to this belief about
God as "a mass of confusion." Never-
theless, this same revisionism is hap-
pening again and, as before, it is
coming from the Church Education
System.

I believe Gene has left us with
both a warning and a challenge. At
peril is the very nature of Mormonism
itself. What sort of God do we wor-
ship? What sort of God do we preach?
Joseph Smith taught that having a cor-
rect understanding of God's character
and attributes is essential to our salva-
tion. How is it, then, that BYU religion
professors can be found preaching a
type of God that, when preached by
Orson Pratt, was considered by
Brigham Young to be heresy?

This essay is required reading.

Make copies for everyone you know.
Discuss it at dinner. Take copies to
your quorum meetings. Post it at
work. (Well, maybe I'm getting carried
away here, but if you happen to work
at BYU, or in the Church Office Build-
ing. ..)

As for myself, I will no longer be
referring to myself (using Richard
Poll's descriptive term that helped me
with my self-definition for many
years) as a "Liahona" Mormon (as op-
posed to an "Iron Rod" Mormon). I
will now be describing myself as a
"Traditional Mormon" in contrast to
the growing (and, in my mind, fright-
ening) trend toward "Evangelical Mor-
monism." I invite all Dialogue readers
to join with me in defending the tradi-
tional Mormon view of God. And
thank you, Gene, for once again point-
ing out something important that we
ought to look at more closely.

Brian Ferguson
North Salt Lake, Utah
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