
CONTRIBUTORS

STEPHEN CARTER is an associate editor and staff writer for The Sugar Beet,
an online Mormon satire publication. He and his wife, Noelle, are cur-
rently working on their MFA degrees in creative writing at the Univer-
sity of Alaska Fairbanks.

BESSIE SODERBORG CLARK began writing stories 25 years ago to entertain
her grandchildren. Recollections of her life provide the basis for her
essay. She has personally known seven generations of her family, begin-
ning with her Mormon pioneer great-grandfather. Bessie graduated with
her B. A. degree on the same day her daughter Sherri, the third child of
six, graduated from high school. She earned an M. Ed. in educational
psychology several years later. Wanderlust has taken her and her hus-
band of 60 years, Marden Clark, to every continent except Antarctica, in-
cluding the world's northernmost city, Hammerfest, Norway, and south-
ernmost city, Ushuia, Chile. They lived a year in Finland, and both
taught a year at Qingdao University in the People's Republic of China.

EUGENE ENGLAND, teacher, essayist, critic, and leading scholar of Mor-
mon letters, was a founding co-editor of Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon
Thought. He also co-founded the Association of Mormon Letters and pro-
moted Mormon writing and writers through reviews, anthologies, criti-
cal writing, and direct personal encouragement. The author or editor of
numerous books and anthologies, he published countless essays and ar-
ticles and taught literature, including especially Mormon literature, at
Brigham Young University for many years and thereafter at Utah Valley
State College. He died August 17, 2001.

VAL G. HEMMING was born and raised in Rexburg, Idaho, and served a
mission in Sweden from 1957 to 1960. He completed his undergraduate
education and medical school at the University of Utah and was an Air
Force officer and pediatrician from 1965 to 1990. On the faculty of the F.
Edward Hebert School of Medicine of the Uniformed Services University
of the Health Sciences for 22 years, he was Dean of the School of Medi-
cine from 1995-2002. He enjoys reading and researching Mormon history
and is an avocational Mormon scandiaphile. His wife Alice and he have
four children and seven grandchildren. They reside in Kensington,
Maryland, where he continues to carry out medical research.

SUSAN ELIZABETH HOWE lives with her husband in Ephraim, Utah, and
teaches at Brigham Young University. Her poems have appeared in The
New Yorker, Southwest Review, Prairie Schooner, Shenandoah, and other
journals. She has also published stories and plays, and she has been edi-
tor of Exponent II and The Denver Quarterly and is the poetry editor for
Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought. Her collection, Stone Spirits (1997),
received the Association for Mormon Letters Award in poetry.
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CLIFTON H. JOLLEY taught for more than a decade in the Church Educa-
tion System: Seminaries and Institute, BYU, and BYU-Hawaii. For nearly
a decade, he was a writer for The Spoken Word and a daily columnist for
the Deseret News. While completing his Ph.D. in English at BYU, he
helped Gene England sell the Chevrolet, build Gene and Charlotte's
home, and in the process wreck Bert Wilson's truck. Dr. Jolley now lives
in Dallas, Texas, where he is President of Advent Communications, feeds
his wife's two beagles, and is a convert to Judaism. He is studying to
teach yachting at Yale.

WILLIAM MULDER, Professor Emeritus of English and American Studies at
the University of Utah, is the author of Homeward to Zion: The Mormon Mi-
gration from Scandinavia and co-editor of Among the Mormons: Historic Ac-
counts by Contemporary Observers. He has authored numerous articles and
essays on America and American literature, including the essay "Mor-
monism and Literature." He served fourteen years as editor of Western Hu-
manities Review and was for many years fiction editor of Dialogue.

SIGRID OLSEN is a graduate of Brigham Young University ('82). She has
published in the Globe and Mail, Calgary Herald, and Jewish Living. She
teaches high school history in Salem, Oregon. She recently was given
two Springfield cartridges found at the Reno Entrenchment in 1963.

LEVI S. PETERSON, Professor Emeritus of English at Weber State Univer-
sity, is the author of two collections of short stories, The Canyons of Grace
and Night Soil; two novels, The Backslider and Aspen Marooney, and a
prizewinning biography, Juanita Brooks: Mormon Woman Historian. He
lives in Washington state.

ALLISON PINGREE received her Ph.D. in English and American Literature
from Harvard. She is Director of the Vanderbilt University Center for
Teaching, and she lives in Nashville, Tennessee, with her daughter
Emma.

GREGORY A. PRINCE is president and CEO of Virion Systems, Inc., a Mary-
land biotechnology company. His first book, Power From on High: The De-
velopment of Mormon Priesthood (Signature Books), was published in 1995.
The current article is part of his forthcoming biography of David O.
McKay.

ROBERT A. REES, a former LDS bishop and current president of the Uni-
versity Religious Council at the University of California at Santa Cruz
where he teaches literature, is also a past editor of Dialogue: a Journal of
Mormon Thought.
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