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SETH P. CLARKE is a student studying Architecture at Rice University in
Houston, Texas, and a recently returned missionary from the Florianopolis
mission in Brazil. During his two years there, he sent his journal pages
home as a weekly newsletter, and his parents began to circulate them to
family and friends. At his readers' insistence, he has begun to collect and
edit those journal observations into a book.

CHRISTIE DAVIES, a graduate of Cambridge University (M.A., Ph.D.), is an
established Professor of Sociology at the University of Reading in Eng-
land. He has published extensively on the sociology of religion, includ-
ing articles on the Word of Wisdom, on Jewish identity and morality, and
on perceptions of the afterlife. Dr. Davies is also known for his scholarly
work on jokes and humor and has lectured on this subject at Brigham
Young University, Provo, Utah, and at Brigham Young University,
Hawaii.

DOUGLAS J. DAVIES, a graduate of Durham, Oxford, and Nottingham Uni-
versities, has also had the honorary degree of Doctor of Sacred Theology
conferred upon him by the University of Uppsala in Sweden. He has
published widely in religious studies with particular interest both in
LDS culture (Mormon Spirituality, 1987, and The Mormon Culture of Salva-
tion, 2000) and in death studies (Death, Ritual and Belief, second edition,
2002). His most recent work Anthropology and Theology (2002) reflects his
long commitment to relating these two academic disciples. He currently
holds a personal chair at the University of Durham as Professor in the
Study of Religion.

TERRYL L. GIVENS is currently Professor of English at the University of
Richmond, Virginia. After his first degree at Brigham Young University,
both his M.A. and Ph.D. were taken at the University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill. He is well known both for his book The Viper on the Hearth:
Mormons, Myths, and the Construction of Heresy, and for his most recent
work By the Hand of Mormon (2002).

HENRI GOOREN is a social anthropologist and holds the degree of Doctor
of Philosophy from the University of Utrecht in the Netherlands. His re-
search, Rich Among the Poor: Church, Firm, and Household among Small
Scale Entrepreneurs in Guatamala City, was completed in 1998. He is cur-
rently engaged in academic administration in the Netherlands.
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WARRICK N. KEAR was born in Yorkshire, England. He's a graduate in
Music of Liverpool University where he studied Music Composition
and Piano. He's also a Doctoral graduate of Nottingham University
with a thesis on Music in Mormonism (1997). A third-generation mem-
ber of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, he is married
with four children. He has worked in the Church Education System in
England for 25 years.

SETH KUNIN is currently Head of the School of Divinity and Religious
Studies at the University of Aberdeen in Scotland. He studied anthro-
pology at Columbia University and subsequently received an MA in
Jewish Philosophy from the Jewish Theological Seminary of America
and a Ph.D. from Cambridge. He has written several books and articles
applying structuralist theory to many aspects of Israelite and Jewish cul-
ture, including The Logic of Incest: A Structuralist Analysis of Biblical Myth
and God's Place in the World. His present research concerns the Crypto-
Jews of New Mexico.

ARMAND L. MAUSS (Ph.D., University of California at Berkeley) is profes-
sor emeritus of sociology and religious studies at Washington State Uni-
versity, now living in Irvine, California. He is a recent former editor of
the Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion and author of two major
books on Mormons.

KEITH NORMAN received a Master of Theological Studies from Harvard
Divinity School and a Ph.D. in Early Christian Studies from Duke Uni-
versity. He teaches CTR-8 in his Ohio ward and is an associate editor of
Dialogue.

D. MICHAEL QUINN, an independent scholar, freelance writer, and former
Brigham Young University History professor, is the prizewinning author
of several books, including Same-sex Dynamics among Nineteenth-Century
Americans: A Mormon Example, his Early Mormonism and the Magic World
View, his The Mormon Hierarchy: Origins of Power, his The Mormon Hierar-
chy: Extensions of Power, and his Elder Statesman: A Biography of}. Reuben
Clark. Beginning in Fall 2000, he has had a two-year appointment as Af-
filiated Scholar in the Center for Feminist Research at the University of
Southern California.

WILLIAM D. RUSSELL is a professor of American History and Government
at Graceland University in Lamoni, Iowa, and a frequent contributor to
Mormon studies publications and symposia.
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