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ART CREDITS

This issue features the art of Robert Sumner, who currently resides in
Virginia Beach, Virginia, and is studying arts administration at Old Do-
minion University. His work has appeared most recently in the New
York metropolitan area at exhibits with jurors from the Guggeheim Mu-
seum and the New York Museum of Modern Art. His art will next be
seen in May 2000 at the Lindenberg Gallery in the Chelsea district of
New York City.

AUTHORS

JOHN BENNION writes short fiction and novels about the western Utah
desert and the people who inhabit that forbidding country. Publications
include Breeding Leah and Other Stories (Signature Books, 1991) and
Falling toward Heaven, forthcoming this year from the same press. He is
currently working on Avenging Saint, a nineteenth-century murder mys-
tery, and Second Wind, a young adult novel. An associate professor at
Brigham Young University, Bennion teaches creative writing, the British
novel, Mormon literature, and Wilderness Writing, a course in which
students hike and backpack and write personal narratives based on their
experiences. He lives in Springville with his wife, Karla, and their three
youngest children.

LISA ORME BICKMORE is a Ph.D. candidate in English and American litera-
ture at the University of Utah and teaches literature and writing at Salt
Lake Community College. She is the recipient of a Utah Arts Council po-
etry award and lives in West Jordan, Utah, with her husband, John Mc-
Cormick, and their five children. Haste, her first collection of poems, was
published by Signature Books in 1994. This paper was presented at the
Association for Mormon Letters annual meeting, January 22,1994, West-
minster College, Salt Lake City.

ROBERT BIRD, who has a doctorate degree from Idaho State University,
teaches English at Ricks College. He lives in Rexburg, Idaho, with his
wife, Rebecca, and three children—Jacqueline, Gregory, and Corinne.
This paper was presented at the annual meeting of the Association for
Mormon letters, January 14,1995, Westminster College, Salt Lake City.

GRANT BOSWELL graduated with a Ph.D. in rhetoric, linguistics, and liter-
ature from the University of Southern California in 1985. He is now an



172 Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought

associate professor of English at BYU. His research interests include the
history and theory of rhetoric, postmodernism, and Renaissance
rhetoric, education, and humanism. This paper was delivered at the an-
nual meeting of the Association for Mormon Letters, January 14, 1995,
Westminster College, Salt Lake City.

GIDEON BURTON is an assistant professor of English at Brigham Young
University where he teaches literature of the Latter-day Saints, rhetoric,
and Renaissance literature and maintains the Mormon Literature web-
site. "Towards a Mormon Criticism" was originally presented on January
25, 1992, at the annual meeting of the Association for Mormon Letters,
and earned AML's Award in Criticism in 1995. Burton currently serves
on the board of AML.

RICHARD CRACROFT, Nan Osmond Grass Professor in English at Brigham
Young University, is one of the most important and active critics of Mor-
mon literature. With Neal Lambert he has edited two anthologies of Mor-
mon Literature, A Believing People: Literature of the Latter-day Saints
(Provo, Utah: Brigham Young University Press, 1974; online at http://hu-
manities.byu.edu/MLDB/abp-toc.htm) and 22 Young Mormon Writers (Provo,
Utah: Communications Workshop, 1975). Cracroft continues to write nu-
merous reviews of Mormon literature in a regular column in BYU Maga-
zine and in other venues of Mormon criticism. A past president of the As-
sociation for Mormon Letters, he teaches Literature of the Latter-day
Saints at Brigham Young University, where he currently serves as the di-
rector of the Center for the Study of Christian Values in Literature.

EUGENE ENGLAND is a critic, essayist, teacher, and leading scholar of Mor-
mon letters. Inl966 he co-founded Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought,
an important venue ever since for Mormon literature and criticism. He
co-founded the Association of Mormon Letters and has promoted Mor-
mon writing and writers through reviews, anthologies, and critical writ-
ing. He taught Mormon literature at Brigham Young University for many
years and currently teaches Mormon literature at Utah Valley State Col-
lege.

DARIUS GRAY is currently the president of the Genesis Group (an official
arm of the LDS church organized in 1971 to support Latter-day Saints of
African descent). He is trained as a broadcast journalist and is currently
an independent businessman.

VALERIE HOLLADAY received her bachelor's and master's degrees in En-
glish from Brigham Young University. Her personal essays have previ-
ously appeared in Dialogue and other literary magazines. Currently the
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senior fiction editor for Covenant Communications, she enjoys having a
role in shaping LDS literature.

BRUCE JORGENSEN lives with his family, teaches, serves, reads, and (too in-
frequently for his wishes) writes in Provo, Utah.

NEAL W. KRAMER is an instructor of English at Brigham Young University.
He has previously taught in the Ricks College English department and in
the department of Humanities at Illinois Institute of Technology. He has
also worked as Assistant Dean of Students in the Division of the Social
Sciences at the University of Chicago and as Assistant Dean of General
Education and Honors at BYU. For the past six years, he has been a mem-
ber of the board of the Association for Mormon Letters, including two
years as president. He also serves as trustee-at-large for the Inner City
Youth Charitable foundation.

REED MCCOLM is an Emmy Award-winning screenwriter and playwright
living in Los Angeles.

DAVID G. PACE, a native Utahn, is a writer living in New York City. He
worked as a theater critic in Salt Lake City for ten years.

TESSA MEYER SANTIAGO has received numerous awards for her personal
essays, many of which have appeared in various LDS periodicals. Most
recently she has been serving as the editor of This People magazine. A na-
tive of South Africa, she lives in Provo with her husband, Kevin, and
their four children. She is committed to writing and encouraging per-
sonal essays, believing that "we, especially Mormon women, need to be
more expressive in capturing the content and significance of the stories
and lives we live."

DOUGLAS THAYER lives in Provo, Utah, with his wife, Donlu, and family.
He teaches creative writing at BYU. He has published a novel, Summer
Fire, and two collections of short stories, Under the Cottonwoods and Mr.
Wahlquist in Yellowstone. He is currently working on other fiction.

MARGARET YOUNG has published several novels and short story collec-
tions including Salvador, House without Walls and Love Chains. She cur-
rently teaches creative writing at BYU. She has authored the play I Am
Jane (The Story of Jane Manning James), which was recently staged for the
Genesis Group in Utah.
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