
ARTISTS STATEMENT
I believe in the emotional power of the arts whether positive or nega-

tive. I am an idealist and am concerned with the potential that art has for
the good. The negative in our world is obvious and ubiquitous; it is tire-
somely exploited and constantly confronts our awareness in the arts. Art
with a message of hope, peace, and faith is what I want to create.

My latest work is about gardens or oases as places of rest, rejuvenation,
and contemplation for the viewer and traveler. In our mortal sojourn,
those places where we find solace and refuge from the opposition and
apparent barrenness of the world can be literal or figurative, physical or
mental, real or imagined. After a trial or a test of our beliefs, we are given
a gift of renewal; we return to a restored home or a new home. These
places of peace can be found or we can create them.

In some paintings I use collaged maps to represent guides for our life
journeys. We use maps, guides, charts - literally and figuratively - to navi-
gate our way, finding solace along the way in the peaceful and the sublime.

Although the work contains many personal symbolisms, I hope it
also has a degree of universality in that people from many divergent
beliefs can sense the emotion and meaning that come from my art. My
goal is to seek after and produce work that is virtuous, lovely, praisewor-
thy and of good report. Hopefully it will play a positive role in the lives
of those who view it.

—Ron Richmond

PAINTINGS
Front : "The Secrets," 70"x 42" oil/canvas, 1995
Back : "Altar I," 36"x 36" oil/board, 1995
p. x: "By Day," 36"x 36" oil, collage/board, 1994
p. 29: "Nativity," 44"x 36" oil/board, 1995
p. 46: "Close and Hard to Grasp," 48"x48" oil, collage/canvas, 1995
p. 87: "Navigation V," 32"x 36" oil, collage/board, 1995
p. 136: "Grove," 54"x 66" oil/canvas, 1994
p. 168: "Grove III," 70"x 70" oil, collage/canvas, 1995
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