


SCRIPTURAL STUDIES

Introduction

SCRIPTURES ARE AUTHORITATIVE HOLY TEXTS which lie at the center of relig-
ious life and thought. This issue of Dialogue begins a continuing section of
essays introducing readers to some of the best critical scriptural scholarship
from around the world. Submissions that not only provide the best of
scholarship but address issues of importance to the general reader are
encouraged.

We have selected "Jesus the Peasant" by John Dominic Crossan as the
first essay in this series. Crossan is professor of biblical studies at DePaul
University in Chicago and author of many books and articles on the life and
teachings of Jesus. He is one of the founding members of the Jesus Seminar,
a group of scholars established to help close the gap between scholarly
research and public awareness.

The essay which follows was originally a speech Crossan delivered
summarizing some of the conclusions reached in his recent book The
Historical Jesus: The Life of a Mediterranean Jewish Peasant (San Francisco:
Harper Collins, 1991). Crossan's book is a comprehensive attempt to deter-
mine who Jesus was, what he did, and what he said. It combines historical,
literary, and anthropological methodologies, and is one of the most impor-
tant contributions to the study of the historical Jesus in our generation.

Conventional wisdom of critical historical scholarship has long held
that little can be known about the historical Jesus. Crossan argues that Jesus
is one of the best attested historical figures of antiquity, but that the sources
on his life have taken liberty in portraying historical material. He maintains
that careful research can now reveal more about the historical Jesus than
previous scholars believed possible. He begins his assessment by examin-
ing multiple attestations in the earliest historical evidence. The following
essay summarizes Crossan's conclusions about the social programs of
Jesus: meals, healing, itinerancy, and dress.
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