
ABOUT THE ARTIST
Nevin Wetzel was born and raised in Price, Utah. He graduated from

the Colorado School of Mines in 1934 and later studied sculpture at the Uni-
versity of Utah and Brigham Young University. After serving during World
War II in the China-Burma-India theater, he returned home to establish an
engineering company. During the 1950s he began painting and was on the
board of directors of the Salt Lake Art Barn and also directed the art school
there. He later devoted his time to stone carving.

Wetzel had no great expectations about a career in art and was greatly
surprised and pleased when people enjoyed his work. He traveled extensively
in Utah, Colorado, California, and the Northwest to find ideal stone, then
took three to six months to complete a piece, never beginning with a precon-
ceived notion of the finished product. His work has been exhibited in Park
City and Salt Lake City, and his pieces may be found in the Salt Lake
County art collection and in private collections in Washington, D.C., and
throughout the West. Wetzel, who died in 1989, had this to say about his
work:

"I am a retired businessman who enjoys carving stone. Alabaster is my
favorite stone to work with, particularly because of its pleasing color and lus-
ter. It is also relatively easy to work with.

"I first became interested in carving stone while I was taking instruction
at the Pioneer Craft House in Salt Lake City. Working initially with marble,
I came later to other stones. Eventually, I learned more about finishing work
from Dallas Anderson at Brigham Young University. I also studied the lost
wax method of bronze from Angelo Caravaglia at the University of Utah.
However, working in stone remains my primary interest.

"I work stone in a representational manner as well as abstractly. Letting
the stone dictate the end result or enhancing a feature that is appealing is my
favorite approach to my abstractions."

ART CREDITS
Front cover. "Ebb Tide," 21" X 10" X 7 1/2", alabaster, 1980
Back cover. "Metamorphsis," 12" X 10 1/2" X 6", soapstone, 1987
p. 6: "Contented Cat," 6 1/2" X 6" X 4", Utah alabaster, 1980
p. 8: "Magistrate," 11 1/2" X 7" X 6 1/2", soapstone, 1987
p. 20: "Ying and Yang," 11" X 7" X 12", Colorado alabaster on jade, 1982
p. 78: "Owl," 11" X 5" X 9", serpentine on chalcedony, 1986
p. 88: "Pink Fish," 12" X 13" X 14", Colorado alabaster on marble, 1985
p. 109: "Shogun," 14" X 12" X 6", soapstone, 1987
p. 120: "Reflections," 35" X 8 1/2" X 6", alabaster, 1980
p. 132: "Genesis," 3 1/2" X 5 1/2" X 13", Utah alabaster, 1986

"Ebb Tide," "Metamorphsis," "Shogun," "Magistrate," and "Reflections"
courtesy of Phillips Gallery. Others in the private collection of Virginia Wetzel.
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