
IN THIS ISSUE
We send out this winter issue of DIALOGUE with the hope that

each of you will find within these pages a reflection of our continuing
commitment to furthering tolerance, understanding, and the love of
Christ.

The theology of grace is only dimly understood by most Latter-
day Saints. In the first of a two-part study, Blake Ostler taps the
greatest philosophers in the Christian tradition and establishes a foun-
dation for understanding the concept of grace. The second part of this
study, especially relating grace to Mormon theology, will appear in
our Spring 1991 issue.

Vella Neil Evans explores official and unofficial Church discourse
to discover the implicit and explicit messages given Latter-day Saint
women about their right to paid employment. Her historical analysis
is timely and provocative. In a probing discussion of what it means, or
should mean, to be a male priesthood holder, Eugene England points
the way toward healthier, more whole relationships. In a third article
exploring feminist concerns, Lavina Fielding Anderson views the lan-
guage of scripture, LDS hymns, and prayers as a reaffirmation of
gender inequity.

Many readers of Sherlock Holmes have wondered about Arthur
Conan Doyle's references to Mormonism within his works. Michael
Homer's essay on Doyle and his reaction to spiritualism and new reli-
gions creates a context of understanding. Support and understanding
are also the themes of Marge Whitman's essay on the suffering and
fear that are part of experiencing cancer.

Todd Morley's personal essay examines the well-traveled process
of returning home for Christmas. Its universal relevance is a gentle
reminder of family and cultural bonds. We are honored to present a
posthumous short story by award-winning author David Wright. His
daughter, Charlotte, submitted this powerful story, written shortly before
her father's death. For the most part, it appears just as he wrote it.

As a note and comment, Milan E. Smith has responded to Carl
Sandberg's "Knowing Brother Joseph Again" (Winter 1989). Obvi-
ously stimulated by the essay, Smith discusses the role of Joseph Smith
once more and calls into question some of Sandberg's conclusions.

We are pleased to offer the works of five poets — Loretta Randall
Sharp, Lewis Home, R.A. Christmas, and Laura Hamblin —and the
paintings of John Hafen, one of Utah's most acclaimed early land-
scape painters.

After careful study and consideration, judges have selected the
winners of our annual writing awards, and we announce those winners
in this issue. We appreciate all those who submit their work to
DIALOGUE, thank our loyal readers, and wish all a joyous holiday season.
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