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in polygamy before 1880" (p. 63)
An unexpected discovery is that, for

St. George at least, plural marriages had
about the same total fertility rate as
monogamous marriages. While Church
members may have differed with Church
authorities on some points, large families
were agreed both in official pronounce-
ments and public practice. "Fertile mar-
riages met the duty of Mormons to
embody spirits waiting for their mortal
experience and at the same time accumu-
late treasure for their parents' own after
life, since heavenly exaltation depended
in part on a large progeny" (p. 87).

Perhaps the most original contribu-
tion of A Sermon in the Desert is its exami-
nation of mortality. Children suffered a
significantly high mortality rate, with just
over 70 percent living to age five. The
most dangerous time for children was after
the first year, when they were weaned
from breast milk. In contrast, the death
rate for men was much closer to twenti-
eth-century standards. The author sug-
gests several factors that account for this:
the St. George climate hindered infectious
diseases in adults; adherence to the Word
of Wisdom seemed to produce better
health and fewer fatal accidents; and
women, in time of food shortages, saw
that their husbands were fed even if they
had to do without. Women suffered a
much higher death rate than men, one-
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fourth of the deaths occurring in child-
birth. Tuberculosis and malaria also
claimed a greater number of women than
men. Still, if women were more
susceptible to death than men, they were
only part of a worldwide pattern. They
did not see themselves as victims; in their
Mormon view, they were sacrificing for
the kingdom and would gain a just reward.

A Sermon in the Desert is an analytical
history based on careful study of nine-
teenth-century diaries and journals. It is
also one of the first book-length attempts
to apply current quantification methods to
the study of the Mormon past. Readers
who expect the book to read like the
familiar accounts of Utah's Dixie by Nels
Anderson, A. Karl Larson, and Juanita
Brooks will be surprised by its unique style.
But though Logue may not have the narra-
tive style of the past generation of histori-
ans, he writes with respect, admiration,
and clarity. We are fortunate that this pio-
neering examination of a Mormon com-
munity using quantification methods, in
contrast to so many other attempts at
quantification history, is done so well.
Larry Logue has written a book that should
excite the professional history community,
yet that may be enjoyed by the lay com-
munity as well. Such a feat, especially
where quantification methodologies are
applied, is an all too rare accomplishment
in today's world of historical scholarship.

How Much for the Earth? by Emma
Lou Thayne (Salt Lake City: Utahns
United Against the Nuclear Arms Race,
1989), 24 pp.

Reviewed by Linda Sillitoe, a writer
and journalist living in Salt Lake City,
whose latest book, Windows on the Sea and
Other Short Stories, was published by Sig-
nature Books in 1989.

ONE MIGHT SUSPECT that a book of poems
published by Utahns United Against the
Nuclear Arms Race might possess as inter-
esting a history as the poems that com-
prise it. How Much for the Earth? by
Emma Lou Thayne entered its third print-
ing in English in 1989 with translations
already available in German and Russian.
Proceeds from this printing and from a
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