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We introduce Dialogue's twenty-third year with a format change.

After long and deliberate discussions about rising postal rates and paper
costs, our staff has decided to change the size of our journal. We offer two
reasons for this change. First, the previous size was an odd cut, wasting
considerable paper in each issue. Second, the publisher determined that
we could realize significant financial savings by moving to a standard six-
by-nine-inch format. Thus, the change helps us avoid both increased sub-
scription rates and wasted paper. Most people we consulted reminded us
that the journal is evaluated by its contents and not its size. Nevertheless,
we respect the concerns of those who appreciate the aesthetic value of the
traditional size. Our goal is to create dialogue because of what we print,
and we intend to continue publishing the articles, fiction, essays, and
poetry that continue that dialogue.

In that spirit, this issue contains some significant contributions.
Jessie L. Embry's essay probes the reality of being black Latter-day Saints
in the contemporary Church. Following a similar theme, Mark Grover
presents an enticing story of the relationship between black Brazilian
Mormons, the opening of the Sao Paulo Temple, and the 1978 priest-
hood revelation.

Thomas Stuart Ferguson spent much of his life trying to prove the
Book of Mormon through archaeology. Stan Larson describes Ferguson's
journey as a frustrating venture that led to eventual disillusionment.
Two articles about nineteenth-century Latter-day Saints demonstrate
individual responses to the dilemmas of belonging to a persecuted reli-
gion. Maureen Ursenbach Beecher analyzes the autobiographical mate-
rial in Eliza R. Snow's poetry, and Robert McCue discusses a Church
member's determined commitment to polygamy, a principle that he did
not even practice.

Brian E. Keck asks readers to reappraise the Old Testament scholar-
ship about Ezekiel 37 and the use of writing techniques. Delmont Oswald
and Lawrence Young give powerful personal responses to President Ezra
Taft Benson's address to single males. Kate Boyes and Mary Ellen
MacArthur present personal essays that discuss contemporary issues con-
cerning the homeless and a woman's search to find a sense of belonging
in the Mormon community. Our four poems push us to explore at
greater depth relationships and even the simplest of life's experiences.

As always, we appreciate you, our subscribers and readers, and want
you to know that our main concern is to maintain a quality journal that
we may share with pride and love.
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