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Few aspects of Christian scholarship have caused as much controversy as

the biblical creation story. Fundamental Christians have held fast to a literal
reading of the Old Testament. Simultaneously, many students of the biblical
account have reached a variety of conclusions about its meaning. Followers
of Joseph Smith are in the process of contributing to the scholarly debate, but
with a larger canon: they add a translated book of Abraham, a revealed book
of Moses, and an "inspired translation" of the Bible.

Anthony A. Hutchinson brilliantly examines these various creation stories
in DIALOGUE'S lead article. His thorough analysis of Joseph's interpretive and
revelatory capacities will provide the careful reader with a new perspective on
the revelatory process and appreciation for the important contribution of cur-
rent biblical scholarship.

An essential lay leader in every Mormon congregation is the Relief Society
president, the head of the adult female auxiliary. This difficult call, requiring
a full-time commitment as an administrator, spiritual advisor, counselor, and
friend is the subject of a panel discussion by four current or past stake and
ward Relief Society presidents, each describing the unique challenges and
rewards in her calling.

Lavina Fielding Anderson has collected material on Church members'
responses to a prophet's discourse — in this case, President Ezra Taft Benson's
advice to parents. President Benson called for a restructuring of current
twentieth-century lifestyles, and Anderson explores the inevitable conflict be-
tween a prophetic call and popular opinion.

John Lehr's historical essay on the late nineteenth-century Mormon settle-
ment in southern Alberta is one of many new studies of Mormonism in Can-
ada; we plan to follow it with others in future issues. In "Notes and Com-
ments" Gerald Bradford offers a neutral evaluation of one part of the ongoing
debate over the relevance of the "New Mormon History."

We are pleased to publish Michael Fillerup's dynamic story "The Bow-
hunter," a graphic study of one man's confrontation with his past, with him-
self, and with the complexities of a life seemingly out of control.

Two fine essays are featured in the "Personal Voices" section. Margaret
Blair Young's prize-winning essay on acting in Thomas Rogers' play Huebener
involves both actors and spectators in the contradictions and truths of the
theater. Karin Anderson explores the dilemma of Mormon missionaries in-
volving themselves, against strict mission guidelines, in the poverty of their con-
tacts. Her heartfelt reflections on the comfortable wealth most Church mem-
bers take for granted are a solemn reminder in our times of Christ's teach-
ings on charity.
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