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Some Latter-day Saints have had their faith bolstered by stories of the

Three Nephites, while others view the tales as products of creative imagination.
In the lead article of this issue Mormon folklorist William A. Wilson discusses
the impact of the Three Nephites on contemporary Mormon culture.

Two articles discuss events in Mormon history that merit close examina-
tion. Kahlile Mehr illuminates the infamous 1958 apostasy within the French
Mission. These unprecedented events disturbed the Church and rocketed the
polygamous Church of the Firstborn into the limelight. This article provides
a background to the story and traces its impact on individuals involved.
Church members today scarcely know the story of the Saints who emigrated
west in 1846 on the ship Brooklyn, led by Sam Brannan, who planned to make
the California coast a gathering place. Lorin Hansen has produced a detailed
analysis of this secondary Mormon migration.

To keep us from becoming too comfortable, Melodie Moench Charles and
Lee Copeland examine conventional views of the post- and premortal existence.
While Charles questions traditional Mormon views of heaven, especially con-
cerning women, Copeland challenges the popular view that skin color and con-
ditions of mortal existence are based on pre-mortal behavior.

David Buice discusses the strange political alliance in 1882 between Mor-
mons and Southern Democrats in the United States Congress, an alliance
which was temporary but potentially beneficial to each group as Congress
debated polygamy and slavery. And as an update in the ongoing discussion of
Mormon historical writing, Marvin Hill carefully and dispassionately analyzes
a number of recent books in terms of the "New Mormon History."

In our Notes and Comments section, we present the view of John Quiring,
who has studied Mormonism, discovers in it strengths and weaknesses, and
currently chooses to follow his own unique path.

We are also pleased to publish John Bennion's "A House of Order," the
1987 fiction award winner in the DIALOGUE Writing Awards. Rules for the
1989 writing awards appear in this issue.
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