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Many Latter-day Saints, like the leader from my stake presidency, seem to
abhor doubt. (Perhaps they are afraid that it might be contagious, and that
they, too, could become vulnerable.) They seem to believe that it leads either
to apostasy or a relaxing of principles. They would probably have a difficult
time believing that anything good could come of it. When I first began to
doubt, I too felt I was in the grip of something evil. I wriggled, squirmed, and
cried. I pleaded with God to push all my former beliefs back inside my head
and make them stay there. But he didn't do this for me, and today I'm thank-
ful. Like a loving parent, he stepped back and let me work on the puzzle alone.
He must have known it would take me a while. He must have known I'd get
discouraged and doubt him at times. He must also have known that it would
help me grow.

Before I read Fawn Brodie's book and the others that followed it, my testi-
mony was held together with faulty glue. A belief in the perfection of the
prophets, the blatant inferiority of other faiths, and the anger and sternness
of a punishing God held it in place. Today, I no longer need to believe that
prophets are perfect — I know now that perfection is simply not a mortal
attribute. I've gained a new respect for the infinite variety and beauty found
in other faiths and the people who espouse them. Most important of all, I've
found a loving, caring God who encourages me to keep on struggling with my
puzzle — a God who stands with me in my darkness holding a light.
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