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them immigrants, are lost in our educational system to wander, barely literate,
their potential for a balanced life blighted, is a tragedy.

Those well-fed and comfortable in their identities find it difficult to under-
stand the souls of Indian, black, Mexican, and Southeast Asian children. These
children are forever immigrants, even those whose ancestors were born in this
land. How easy to speak of bootstraps and of education available to all and to
condemn dropouts and the young unemployed. Future educators will be teach-
ing minority children; all of us will have contact with them. How will we
approach them? Others standing here have spoken of Plato and Aristotle's
view that education is more than a useful function; it is a liberating force. An
educated person is liberated from his limitations and irrationality. Can we
expect children to be liberated by education when we are not?

Paternalism — thinking we know what is best for others — is disguised
prejudice, as is accepting preconceived ideas about people. The paternalism
foisted on immigrants in mining and smelting camps is in the past; a mine
manager today would not dare shut off electricity in company houses because
the immigrants, in his opinion, did not need or deserve it. Paternalism today
is more subtle. Some teachers think of minority children as intellectually or
culturally inferior and treat them with condescension. Minority groups are
often not invited to help make decisions that affect them. Paternalism did not
work in industry; it does not work in education; it is unworthy.

We must keep searching for the best techniques to educate our children.
Future educators must be given more than a smattering of instruction in how
to teach children from many cultures. Computers and every other teaching aid
must be brought into this crusade. Money spent for these programs will surely
help stave future dependency on government.

This monumental task is extremely complex. Many parents' most anxious,
daily concern is providing food and shelter for their children, not overseeing
their school attendance. Other parents come from a cultural background that
is highly permissive toward children. They must be taught the worth of
education.

Education is difficult for children not knowing English. Native language
is usually lost in the Americanization of immigrants by the third generation.
But because Mexicans continually arrive, because Indians live mainly on
reservations, and because Southeast Asians have been here such a short time,
language will remain of paramount concern in the education of these minority
students.

Bilingual education is experimental in Utah. The program began ten
years ago, but a generation must pass before the results can be seen. Test scores
among sixth graders in the Salt Lake City schools are encouraging, and Indian
students in Roosevelt, Uintah County, appear to be responding to a bilingual
program. The federal government has been lax in fulfilling treaties with
Indian nations to provide education for their children. The Indians themselves
are forcing the government to face this responsibility. Still, generations of
Indian children are poorly educated, becoming aimless, unemployed young
people, and little has been done to alleviate their despair. This must stop.
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Although we all have an obligation to the children of our country, you
ethnic graduates have a double duty. On your way to reaching your highest
potential, may you not forget your people. They need you. Colleges founded
with the sweat and blood of black educators are struggling to survive today
because their graduates are not supporting them financially. Ethnic students
who actively work for their rights during college days often lose interest in
scholarship programs for those climbing up behind them. Often in their quest
for material goods and what they perceive as social acceptance, they turn from
their culture. They are wrong. Samuel Ramos, the Mexican philosopher, said
culture is not like the brand of a hat. America has room for all cultures. Those
cultures made America. Each immigrant and native people has given new
vitality to this country. Culture is our soul.

Only recently have we Utahns acknowledged the importance and richness
of culture. Until World War II people who thought of themselves as true
Americans viewed those unlike themselves as strange and inferior. After the
war, soldiers brought home foreign brides, often from enemy countries. The
federal government sent vast amounts of economic aid and an army of workers
to oversee its disbursement to devastated nations. The government lifted quotas
to allow hundreds of thousands of destitute and displaced immigrants to enter
the country. With the increase in defense industries and government services,
employees moved far and often. Mormon missionaries proselyted in lands
where Americans were strange and exotic. The word isolationism was almost
eliminated from print. We began to appreciate people from many cultures,
looking beyond the superficialities of appearance and habit.

Perceptions about ethnic people began to alter in small and significant
ways. Racial slang that humiliated was heard less often. American sojourners
in other lands returned with a penchant for foreign foods. Second-generation
Italians who had been ashamed as children to admit they ate spaghetti opened
pasta restaurants. Almost every ethnic food became readily available, and
each group's modest communal celebrations, centered in churches, temples, or
synagogues, evolved into highly successful festivals for the general population.

Now grandchildren of those first immigrants, whose names were either
shortened arbitrarily by officials in Ellis Island, by judges awarding them citi-
zenship, or by themselves in frustration at the reactions of "true" Americans,
are at home in America and at the same time proud of their roots. Newer immi-
grants have left their patronymic names intact; grandchildren of the earlier
arrivals often give their children names derived from the ancient histories, litera-
ture, and mythology, a startling departure from the custom of their parents.

Signs of goodwill are dramatically reflected in adoptions. Not long ago,
adoptive parents would accept only white children of British or North European
ancestry; today children of all races are sought. Important, also, is the aware-
ness of the cultural enrichment of speaking languages besides English and per-
ceiving education to be deficient without a second language. The language
program for Mormon missionaries has greatly influenced this new attitude.

In education a slower yet steady trend toward hiring minority teachers is
belatedly taking place. Utah's universities have opened their doors to ethnic
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