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from men" (p. 9), could well have formed
the organizing principle for the entire book.
Interestingly, they note that "plural wives
seem to be disproportionately represented
among Mormon women whose writings
have been preserved in archival collec-
tions." They theorize that these women
"heeded the commandment to keep per-
sonal records as diligently as they heeded
the commandment to enter into plural mar-
riage. Or perhaps they or their posterity or
archivists sensed the uniqueness of the ex-
perience and sought to preserve it." This
correlation deserves a great deal more
attention. Indeed, one who reads even
minimally in the diaries and letters of
nineteenth-century Mormon women soon
discovers that the great story of polygamy
is yet to be told. Surely this portion of
our history deserves book-length treatment
of its own without either apology or
sensationalism.

The editors should also be commended
for selecting materials that are truly pri-
mary and alive with immediacy. There are
a few after-the-fact selections: Mary Ann
Weston Maughan's from an autobiography

written in the 1890s, Martha Cragun Cox's,
from an autobiography written in 1929, and
Drusilla Dorris Hendricks's from a reminis-
cence dictated "sometime in the 1870s,"
giving an account of the years 1836-37.
The rest, however, are from letters and
diaries written in the white heat of the ex-
perience, and thus, from a scholarly perspec-
tive, of greatest value: Bathsheba B. Smith's
lonesome Nauvoo letters to her missionary
husband, George A., and Julina Lambson
Smith, very pregnantly on a mission—mostly
housework—with Joseph F. in Hawaii.

The details of the manuscripts them-
selves are always worth reading. The
honest, straightforward personal accounts
of physical suffering, death of loved ones
(especially infants and very small chil-
dren), endurance in the face of privation
and loneliness, and the bonding of women
to mothers, sisters, daughters, and friends,
along with tested dedication to the gospel
are deeply moving. The selections are
shorter than some might wish, but the edi-
tors chose to have breadth rather than
depth. Given their perspective, that was
probably the better choice.
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Reviewed by Richard P. Howard,
RLDS Church Historian.

T H E CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-
DAY SAINTS is to be congratulated for its
latest edition of the Doctrine and Cove-
nants. My personal copy of this volume —
happily, a gift from Dr. Robert J. Mat-

thews of BYU — is in a handsomely crafted
combination of three LDS scriptural works:
the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and
Covenants, and the Pearl of Great Price.
The first aspect of this newly published
compilation of the records of some of the
revelatory experiences of Joseph Smith, Jr.,
is its readability. When compared with any
previous edition of the Doctrine and Cove-
nants, this present edition is vastly superior
in several ways:

— The large, clear, crisp, bold type is
a welcome change from earlier editions. This
is true not only for the body of the text but
for the footnotes and italicized introductions
as well. The much larger type was made
possible by reducing the margins all around,
by increasing the vertical space used for
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printing from 6" to 8V2" and horizontally
from 37/s" to 5J4", and by increasing the
number of pages from 257 to 294. If church
members do not study this volume more
diligently than ever, such neglect will not
be due to any failure by church leaders to
give them an eminently legible text.

— The footnote/cross-reference system
at the bottom of the pages is far more usable
than in previous editions. An example of
this improvement is section 101, which in
previous editions contained sixty-six footnote
references, arranged sequentially below the
text in alphabetical order. The first twenty-
six carried letter designations, from a to z.
The next twenty-six were indicated by
numeral/letter symbols from 2a to 2z. The
final fourteen were marked 3a-3n. All of
those notations were laid out horizontally
across the entire page in very tiny print,
making meaningful use of them problematic
to say the least. That notation system had
been used in every printing since the 1921
edition.

The 1981 edition, by welcome contrast,
arranges the notes in three columns beneath
the text, uses much larger type, and keys
each notation to the verse or paragraph as
numbered in the text. For example section
101:25 has four notations — a, b, c, d —
with fourteen references in all, to all four
scriptural works and to the Topical Guide.
The entire section contains 124 notations,
most with cross references far exceeding in
number those appearing in earlier editions.
Clearly, painstaking work has been done on
the system of notes and cross references.

— While former editions featured a
large index and concordance its range of
entries was much smaller than that of the
1981 edition, and its references were limited
to the Doctrine and Covenants itself. In the
new three-in-one edition of 1981, the index
is comprehensively cross-referenced to each
of the three books within its covers. Again
type and format refinements make the new
index far more usable than in former
editions.

As in previous editions, this volume
offers the "chronological order of contents"

as a way of explaining why some sections
appear out of sequence. The new volume
continues to date section 10 as the summer
of 1828 although some notable evidence
supports a date in May 1829. The new edi-
tion also lists section 99 as given in August
1833, in Hiram, rather than Kirtland,
Ohio. Section 137 is shown in the chrono-
logical table bearing the date of 21 January
1983, although its place in the book is fol-
lowing the document from Brigham Young,
given some eleven years later at Winter
Quarters. In the heading of section 137,
there is no indication of its introduction
into the publishing editions for the first
time — some 140 years later. The new
chronological table includes two other
documents added in more recent years.
First, section 138, which Joseph F. Smith
recorded in October 1918, was accepted
by the General Authorities a few days later
but not added to the canon until the late
1970s. The last one to be added is the
"Official Declaration # 2 " dated June 1978
and accepted by the general conference
on September 30 of that year as the word
and will of God.

This procedure is somewhat similar to
the RLDS practice: each inspired docu-
ment prepared by the prophet-president is .
submitted to the quorums, orders, and
councils of the church and also to the dele-
gations sitting in World Conference for
their action on it as embodying the word
and will of God.

Many refinements and corrections in
the section headings make this edition more
accurate and reliable historically at those
points of revision. Barbara and Scott
Faulring noted many of those revisions in
the 24 August 1982 issue of Seventh East
Press, which nicely complements the state-
ment in the "Explanatory Introduction"
that the revisions reflect information in
verified historical documents.

Four historical maps by the BYU
Geography Department, located between
. .e final document and the Pearl of Great
Price, are a splendid addition, offering
specific help to students wanting to know
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