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For Mormons, particularly Mormon his-
torians, the book is not only interesting but
a rich source of ideas. The restoration grew
out of a temporal and spatial context over-
lapping the emergence of the roots of the
Adventist movement. Temperance, revela-
tion, prophets, adventism, persecu-
tion—these and other interests were shared
concerns of the two organizations. Their
common and differential responses to these
matters and to the general secular culture
make an interesting study in comparative
religion.

A Latter-day Saint cannot help but reflect
that Joseph Smith, who of course claimed
heavenly inspiration, was also sensitive to
the movements and conditions of his time.
The extent to which any specific statement
or idea is drawn directly from the divine
source of knowledge, or prompted by ideas
and values in the surrounding environment,
or is some mixture of the two, is a question

that believers have had to wrestle with from
at least as long ago as the Biblical prophets.
Many religious believers have found it quite
unnecessary to believe that the prophets
operated in a vacuum by ignoring the sur-
rounding culture. On the other hand, to say
that they simply took over existing notions
and restated them seems a naive reduction-
ism that fails to consider the nature of all
creativity, the different ways in which in-
spiration can occur, and the importance of
timing, of context and of charisma. While
continuing to think through the implications
of such ideas, readers of this book will learn
much about the fads, enthusiasms and gen-
uine religious commitment of many nine-
teenth-century Americans.

GARY BUNKER is associate professor of Psy-
chology at BYU.
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From Quaker to Latter-day Saint is an unfortun-
ate title. Neither interesting nor particularly de-
scriptive, it combines with the design and size of
the volume to suggest one of those wearying
biographies of a minor figure primped and cor-
setted with reams of family "begats" into the role
of someone major.

Unfortunate indeed. Whoever is willing to
look beyond the cover will be well rewarded.
Edwin D. Woolley was one of those solid, prosaic
nineteenth-century Mormon businessmen and
long-time bishops trusted and valued by Joseph
Smith and Brigham Young alike. Because of this,
Quaker is more than a biography; it is also a
good look at the church's formative years. And
bearing the Arrington hallmark, it is filled with
engaging anecdotes, colorful details, strong de-
scriptive writing and plenty of good humor. Few
historians are as gifted as Leonard Arrington in
coaxing the best from his sources. If young Ed-
win's diary contains no interesting material about

his trip from Pennsylvania to the Ohio River
Valley in 1830, Dr. Arrington turns to diaries of
other travelers for tidbits of adventure on those
frontier thoroughfares. If the eulogizing becomes
a bit heavy or the meetings get a little stuffy, the
reader is suddenly refreshed by the simple elo-
quence of the Indian in testimony meeting: "Mor-
mon tick-a-boo [friend]. White man, son of a
bitch." Light verse and nonsense gleaned from
the Expositor and Woolley's journal, a poetic
repartee from W. W. Phelps and Parley P. Pratt
on the challenge of polygamous living, doggerel
rhyme from Carson Valley about Mormon
girls—these and many other light touches beckon
the reader and keep the narrative lively.

Ironically, the one obvious deficiency in the
makeup of the book relates to the very matter of
readability. Throughout, Quaker is burdened by
long direct quotes, few of which are as interesting
as an Arrington paraphrase would have been.
They also add needless bulk to the book. Less
bothersome, but begging mention in this regard,
is the matter of too much detail and some repe-
tition. In places the book simply lacks discipline.
Chapter 12, for example, will fairly smother the
reader with day-to-day comings and goings, in-
cluding an account of an overland journey east-
ward that is a virtual mirror image of the west-
ward account given in chapter 10.

But however viewed, this book is packed with
good history. The account of early home building,
homemaking, and farming in the Salt Lake Valley
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