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The sun is one of the most ancient and universal of human symbols. It is a
central icon in most cultures and religions and usually suggests such things
as light, truth and power. The sun is one of the most important symbols in
Mormonism, suggesting ultimately God and His dwelling place as well as the
power of life and light which draw men to Him. It therefore seemed to me an
appropriate choice when I was searching for an image of enlightenment, knowl-
edge and truth. The specific sun image I chose for the cover design was that
used by the Prophet Joseph Smith in the design and construction of the Nauvoo
Temple.

The Nauvoo temple was commenced in April, 1841; dedicated May 1, 1846;
and burned in October, 1848. The most unique visual aspect of the Temple's
exterior design were its thirty pilasters or supportive, decorative buttresses.
The bases of these pilasters were formed by huge moonstones, each of which
was capped with a sunstone. Above these thirty sunstones on the frieze were
thirty starstones. All were hand-tooled and polished. The symbolic combination
of sun, moon and stars is, of course, familiar to Latter-day Saints, especially
in the representation of the three degrees of glory as spoken of in 1 Corinthians
and in the 76th Section of the Doctrine and Covenants: "There is one glory of
the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars: for one
star differeth from another star in glory."

The sunstones on the Nauvoo Temple were represented by a face surmounted
by hands holding horns of plenty or trumpets (historical records do not state
which). These sunstones were approximately fifty feet above the ground level,
six on the east (front) and west sides, and nine on each of the other two sides.
Of the thirty original sunstones, only three are thought to remain intact — one
on the grounds of the Nauvoo State Park, one maintained by the Quincy
Historical Society, and one thought to be on the grounds of the Homestead,
Joseph Smith's first Nauvoo home, now owned by the Reorganized Church.

I have visited Nauvoo on several occasions and each time was more impressed
with the historical significance of that great city and its temple. I designed this
symbolic representation of the sunstone because of its strong and vivid visual
significance in relationship to the importance we place upon learning and
seeking knowledge, truth and light in all things.
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