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Dialogue departs from its usual review format in the following exchange of points of view
on W. Cleon Skousen's latest book, The Naked Capitalist (Salt Lake City, Utah: published
by the author, 1970. 144 pp., $2.00), a review-essay of Dr. Carroll Quigley's book, Tragedy
and Hope (New York: Macmillan, 1966). Originally we asked Professor Louis C. Midgley
of Brigharn Young University to review Skousen's book for Dialogue. Shortly after receiving
Midgley's review we received an unsolicited review from Professor William E. Fort, Jr.,
also of Brigham Young University, which took an approach opposite that of Midgley. Since
much of the controversy surrounding Skousen's book centered on the interpretation of
Quigley's book, we thought it might be interesting to get a response from Quigley to
Skousen's book and Midgley's review. In a further attempt at a dialogue we invited Skousen
to reply to Midgley and Quigley and, finally, invited Midgley to write a rejoinder to Skousen.
All in all, it is a lively exchange and one we hope our readers enjoy.

The Naked Capitalist
William E. Fort, Jr.

Dr. Carroll Quigley's book Tragedy and Hope might have escaped the
attention of anyone but a few scholars except for its careful dissection by
W. Cleon Skousen. Skousen possesses unique qualities for this work. His
keen, analytical mind has been sharpened by legal training and by sixteen
years of service with the F.B.I. In addition, he was a distinguished Chief of
Police in Salt Lake City for four years and was editorial director of the law
enforcement magazine Law and Order. He has been a professor for seven
years at Brigham Young University.

Professor Skousen's keen eye detected passages, sandwiched between
lengthy discourses in Dr. Quigley's book, that reflected a fascinating pattern
of information, fitting neatly into many things he had learned in his years
of intelligence work. He knew, for example, that certain very wealthy and
powerful persons, both within this country and abroad, are and have been
doing things in support of the Communist conspiracy throughout the world.
Dr. Bella Dodd, a former member of the national committee of the U.S.
Communist Party, told Skousen several years ago that she first became aware
of some superleadership right after World War II, when the U.S. Communist
Party had difficulty in getting instructions from Moscow on several vital
matters requiring immediate attention. The American Communist hierarchy
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