
120/DIALOGUE: A Journal of Mormon Thought

posure to most excesses on the screen, I will leave it to other critics to dis-
cover those "sleepers" among X-rated films. If one turns out to be a marvelous
work of art, great. I'll see it. Then I'll jump on the bandwagon, if indeed
I think the film is worth trumpeting about.

I didn't like parts of such films as Bloody Mama, The Killing of Sister
George, and A Man Called Horse. But until my list of scenes-I-would-like-
to-un-see grows longer than my list of films to re-see, I will still anticipate
putting movies under my magnifying glass and be one of many super-sleuths
of the movies — a critic, a Mormon critic.

EDITORIAL DECISIONS
Dialogue receives hundreds of manuscripts each year. We thought our

readers might like to know something about the way we handle these manu-
scripts, and why it sometimes takes a good deal of time to make a decision
on a manuscript.

We feel that part of Dialogue's success is due to the fact that each manu-
script is given at least five different readings. Normally, each manuscript
is sent to three members of the Board of Editors, who are requested to submit
a written evaluation and a recommendation either to accept, accept with
revisions, or reject the manuscript.

After a manuscript comes back from the Board it is read by at least two
(and sometimes by as many as five) members of the editorial staff. This hap-
pens even with rejected manuscripts. This is our way of assuring that every
manuscript gets a fair hearing. If authors sometimes wonder why it takes
so long to get a decision on a manuscript, perhaps they will appreciate our
conscientious efforts — and the fact that all the editorial work is done by
professional people who donate their time to Dialogue.

Usually the decision as to whether to publish an article, essay, review,
note, poem or story is a fairly easy one. Generally there is a consensus among
the Board Members. Sometimes, however, members of the Board differ in
their estimates of a manuscript's worth, and when this is the case the decision
is more difficult. To illustrate this difficulty, we thought it would be inter-
esting to publish a poem which was submitted to us along with the three
evaluations by the Board. (By the way, can you guess which response was
written by a female editor?)

PRAYER FROM A SECOND HUSBAND
Mary L. Bradford

She always came to the door
as if expecting someone else.
But she devoted her day
to the hogs, the horses and me.
She kept the butter whirling,
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