
DOUGLAS THAYER
Douglas Thayer has degrees in writing from Brigham Young University,
Stanford, and the University of Iowa. He teaches at Brigham Young but is
now on leave to write full-time. "The Redtail Hawk" is a winner of the
DIALOGUE prize for imaginative literature for 1969.

CLINTON F. LARSON
Professor Larson is a widely read poet and playwright in the Church. He has
written and produced over twenty-one plays, the most notable of which is THE
MANTLE OF THE PROPHET (1966), and has published a collection of his poems,
THE LORD OF EXPERIENCE (1967), now in its second edition. He is Professor of
English and Chairman of the Creative Writing Program at Brigham Young
University.

FICTION AND POETRY

INTRODUCTIONS



ARTHUR HENRY KING
Arthur King was educated at Cambridge and Lund (Sweden) and holds
a Doctor of Literature in stylistics. He has been an official in the British
Council since 1943, serving in Europe, Persia, and Pakistan; currently he is
Assistant Director-General in charge of Education. The. principal influences
on his poetry are I. A. Richards, T. S. Eliot, Yeats, Laura Riding, Rilke, and,
above all, Andrew Marvell. He says that a principal reason for his recent
conversion to Mormonism was Joseph Smith's plain style.

ROBERT A. CHRISTMAS
Robert Christmas holds degrees from Stanford, the University of California
at Berkeley, and the University of Southern California. He has taught at Idaho
State, USC, San Jose State, and is now chairman of the English Department at
Southern Utah State College. He has appeared previously in DIALOGUE as
poet, critic, and translator. He has recently finished his first novel, which
will deal with "Mormon hangups in the contemporary world."

MAY SWENSON
May Swenson is the most famous of American poets with a Mormon back-
ground. She was born in Logan and educated at Utah State, and has made
her home in New York. She has published very widely in the most prestigious
periodicals and anthologies and has gathered her poems in several collections —
ANOTHER ANIMAL (1954), A CAGE OF SPINES (1958), To Mix WITH TIME (1963),
HALF SUN HALF SLEEP (1966), POEMS TO SOLVE (1968). Of May Swenson,
Louis Untermeyer wrote, "This is the kind of poetry Emily Dickinson might
have written had she read D. H. Lawrence." And the poet Robert Lowell
wrote of her, "Miss Swenson's quick-eyed poems should be hung with per-
manent fresh paint signs."

STANLEY ANDERSEN
Stanley Andersen started writing under the guidance of Professor Moyle Rice
at Utah State University and continued under Lew Sarette at Northwestern
University and Leonard Unger at the University of Minnesota. He has taught
writing and literature at Minnesota, Utah State, the University of Helsinki,
and San Francisco State College, where he is presently Professor of English
and Humanities. He says, "I regard myself as a Californian. But as my poem
shows, Utah still exerts a powerful pull on my imagination. One thing I've
found about writing poetry is that you have to create someone to speak to.
That's the primary metaphor. What you say unfolds from it. The problem is
to be honest, whether you're Buddhist, Catholic, or Mormon."

ROBERT PACK BROWNING
Robert Browning is a doctoral student in English at Berkeley. He has pub-
lished poetry and critical reviews in ENCOUNTER and WESTERN AMERICAN LIT-
ERATURE and has written the libretto for Samuel Barber's "Easter Chorale."
The convergence of Mormonism and modern poetry is a special interest.
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