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EDITORIAL FOOTNOTES TO
GENERAL SMITH'S VIEWS . . .

*It is likely that most of the actual writing was done by William W. Phelps, who handled
much of Joseph Smith's correspondence and journalistic writing in this period. John M. Bern-
hisel probably also helped and others possibly made some suggestions. Documentary History
of the Church, VI, 75 fn., 189, 197, 221. This is the edition published in May 1844, almost
certainly using the type from the original pamphlet edition of February 7, 1844. "Printed by
John Taylor." A number of obvious typographical errors have been corrected in brackets in
the margins.

2The excerpts from the Albany Plan of Union, 1754, and from the inaugural addresses
of all the Presidents to 1844 except Van Buren and Tyler are almost certainly from one of
the published collections of public documents and addresses which began to appear in the
Jacksonian period.

3In D.H.C., VI, 200, Roberts corrects this to read "Crockford's" Hell, and identifies it
with Crockford's house at 50 St. James Street, London.

4A protective tariff had been proposed by Alexander Hamilton, adopted following the
War of 1812, reduced after the South Carolina nullification crisis of 1832, and advocated
rather consistently thereafter by northern and western elements in the Whig Party as part of
Henry Clay's "American System." Since Joseph Smith favored the tariff at this time perhaps
"subversion" should read "subvention."

5Clay also figured prominently in the Congressional adoption of this project. After three
quarterly distributions had been made, the Panic of 1837 wiped out the surplus and the
United States has not since been without a national debt.

"Van Buren's refusal, on constitutional as well as political grounds, to involve the Presi-
dency in the Mormon difficulties with Missouri had long since made his name anathema
among Latter-day Saints.

'William Henry Harrison's hesitancy about trying to dominate Congress or the state
governments was shared by other Whig leaders, including Abraham Lincoln, before the Civil
War. The praise here is not entirely consistent with the denunciation of Van Buren for
similar hesitancy, and with the program for Presidential action advocated in the Views.

"Both the Democratic and Whig parties were afflicted with sectional and local factional-
ism, which produced a disposition on the part of leaders in both to straddle on many
national issues as the campaign of 1844 took shape.

"In 1844 there were 223 Representatives and 52 Senators, representing 26 states and a
population of approximately 20,000,000. The pay of members of Congress at this time was
$8 per diem. The total number of federal employees in 1841 was 23,700; by 1851 it had
risen to 33,300. U.S. Bureau of the Census, Historical Statistics of the United States, 1789-
1945 (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1949), p. 62; E. S. Bates, The Story of
Congress (New York: Harper, 1936), p. 101.

10Penal reform as well as improved care for the insane received widespread attention in
the Jacksonian era, though proposals as sweeping as this were uncommon. Imprisonment for
debt was abolished in most of the states.

"By 1820 all of the states north of the Mason-Dixon Line and the Ohio River had abol-
ished slavery, but there had been no serious discussion of the subject in the South since the
Virginia legislature debated and defeated an emancipation bill in 1830-31.

"There were almost 3,000,000 slaves in 1844, with an average value in excess of $500.
Total public land sales in the 1840's averaged approximately $2,000,000 yearly, and the pro-
posed cut-backs in Congressional membership and pay would have produced perhaps $500,000.
There was no "surplus revenue." Historical Statistics, pp. 27, 297.

"Federal expenditures in 1844 for all purposes were $23,000,000, or less than $1.25 per
capita. Ibid., p. 300.
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"Clay's "American System" also called for a national bank with branches, but the stock
in that institution would be partly governmentally owned and partly privately owened, while
the Prophet's bank would be an entirely socialistic enterprise.

15The constitutional provision referred to is Article IV, Section 4: "The United States
shall guarantee to every State in this Union a republican form of government, and shall
protect each of them against invasion; and on application of the legislature, or of the execu-
tive (when the legislature cannot be convened) against domestic violence." With the adoption
of the Fourteenth Amendment after the Civil War, the federal government received for
the first time the authority to intervene in the states to protect citizens against state actions
violative of the Bill of Rights; but Article IV, Section 4 remains the supreme law of the land
insofar as the general procedure for the suppression of domestic violence is concerned.

"When the Views was written early in 1844, both major parties seemed likely to straddle
on the Texas question because of its implications for sectional politics, but at the Democratic
convention in May, Van Buren was defeated by the dark-horse James K. Polk, and the
"Manifest Destiny" platform called for "Reoccupation of Oregon; Reannexation of Texas."
Mexico and Canada were also in the minds of many ardent expansionists in the 1840's.

"Both Whigs and Democrats agreed in the 1840's that the Constitution protected slavery
in the states where it existed. The question of the constitutional status of slavery in the
territories would soon become a Union-splitting issue in consequence of the Mexican War,
in which some of Joseph Smith's followers would play a significant part.

ERRATUM
In Louis C. Zucker's essay, "Joseph Smith as a Translator of He-

brew," in the Summer, 1968, issue, p. 42, ninth line from the top,
"pogroms" should be substituted for "programs": ". . . the Mormons
who survived the frontier pogroms. . . ."
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