
In This Issue

We are pleased to present a large amount of fine poetry in this
issue—poetry especially appropriate to meditation during this season.
First, there is a new translation by R. A. Christmas of Paul Valery's
"Ebauche d'un Serpent," which has been acclaimed as one of the greatest
poems written in our century; it explores through the mind of Lucifer him-
self the central themes concerning the Creation and the Fall—themes for
which Mormon theology provides powerful alternatives to traditional
thought. In addition, there are two short poems, by Sylvia Ruth and Clin-
ton F. Larson, on Christ's Atonement, the sacrificial act that completes the
redemptive process initiated by the Fall. There is also Karl Keller's review
of Larson's very important new book of poetry, The Lord of Experience.

Returning to our ongoing assessment of Mormon culture, we begin this
issue with an examination of Mormon architecture: first, a general discus-
sion by a group of young Mormon architects about the resources in Mor-
mon thought and belief that should be guiding us to meaningful achieve-
ment in architecture despite the relative failure of our modern committee
approach to take advantage of these resources; then a direct evaluation by
Professor Donald Bergsma, of the proposed designs for the new temples in
Ogden and Provo, Utah.

Since last fall, two issues of a rejuvenated Brigham Young University
Studies have been published under the capable and energetic editorship of
Charles D. Tate, Jr. A wide variety of articles and features have appeared
which we know will be of interest to our readers, and we hope to re-
view some of them in subsequent issues. We wish the new Studies suc-
cess, particularly in the goals it shares with us, as stated in its opening
editorial: to "give voice to constructive criticism" and to demonstrate
"freedom of expression" within the Church.
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