
In This Issue

As this issue was going to press, news was released of presentation to the
Church of eleven fragments of the papyrus scrolls from which Joseph
Smith obtained the Book of Abraham in the Pearl of Great Price. Dialogue
has obtained photographs of all eleven fragments and publishes the first
part of them in this issue, as well as important information concerning
their recovery and significance through interviews with Aziz S. Atiya, who
helped recover them for the Church, and Henry G. Fischer, Curator of the
Egyptian Collection at New York's Metropolitan Museum where they were
recovered.

The relevance of Mormon doctrine and experience to what are likely
the two most compelling concerns of this decade—civil rights and
Vietnam—are explored in depth in this issue. Armand L. Mauss, in our
lead essay, explicates the Church's position on the Negro, separating folk-
lore from clearly established doctrines and policies, and vigorously denies,
on the basis of some original sociological research, the allegation that the
Church's position makes Mormons more prejudiced than others. In the
Roundtable, Ray C. Hillam, Eugene England, and John Sorenson attempt
in quite different ways to assess the political and moral costs of the war in
Vietnam and to define responses for the future based on legitimate national
interests and the dictates of a conscience informed by Mormon principles
and training.

Sterling McMurrin claims that B. H. Roberts has been, since his death
in 1933, a much-neglected figure in the Church. In this issue there is spe-
cial attention to that great Mormon theologian and historian through
Davis Bitton's review of a recent biography and also a reprinting of
McMurrin's own introduction to a new publication of Roberts's Joseph
Smith, the Prophet-teacher.

We invite readers to submit sermons they have heard or given (or
would like to give) for a section that has been somewhat neglected in
recent issues, From the Pulpit. In this issue, that section has a sermon on
two quite different kinds of Mormons (Liahonas and Iron Rods) which
was given by Richard Poll with a view to helping each kind better under-
stand the other—and each to be better reconciled to the other in what
they most deeply share. And that is Dialogue's wish for all its readers and
for all men for the coming year.
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