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President David O. McKay has said, "Let us teach youth that the marriage
relation is one of the most sacred obligations known to man, or that man can
make. Teach them that the family is the first institution ordained of God, and
instituted of men."1 The importance of marriage relationships and family life
in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, as explained by the Prophet
and as emphasized in the Family Home Evening, has caused the editors of
Dialogue to present a special section in this issue. It is "The Mormon Family
in a Changing World" and continues the tradition established by Dialogue's Fall,
1966, issue, which contained a special section, "Reappraisals of Mormon His-
tory." Lowell Bennion, Associate Dean of Students, University of Utah, member
of the L.D.S. Church Coordinating Committee, and well-known teacher and
scholar in the Mormon community, serves as Guest Editor of the section. He
was assisted by Professor Diane Monson of the Political Science Department of
Brigham Young University.

The collection of articles, by a group of varied and talented writers, brings
forth a new dimension of dialogue among members of the Church on the
importance and style of family life and marital relationships. At the same time
it attempts to provide a clearer image of the L.D.S. family for the non-Mormon
reader by presenting articles on Mormon attitudes toward divorce (Gayle Nor-
ton), Mormon views on sex (Carlfred Broderick), and Mormon reactions to
death in a family (Carole Hansen). It does not pretend to be an exhaustive
study of the Mormon family, but rather tries to pinpoint problems and di-
lemmas which confront many individuals in the modern Church.

Some readers have wondered why Dialogue has not been more concerned
with personalities in the Mormon community. The lead interview with Governor
George Romney begins a new feature—Dialogue Profiles—which will appear
often in issues to come. Romney typifies the illustrious public figure who is
constantly before the press but who in many ways remains an enigma. The
editors have sought to look at Romney the religious and political man in this
first interview. Future profiles will treat colorful and important Mormon men
and women, both public and private figures, from around the world.

The Letters to the Editors section in this issue reflects the vitality of the con-
tinuing dialogue with our readers. The editors are gratified with the lively
response to each issue and invite readers to share their thoughts and ideas with
other Dialogue readers. Letters should be sent to Letters to the Editors, Box 2350,
Stanford, California 94305..

We are pleased to welcome to Dialogue's Board of Editors the distinguished
concert pianist and composer, Reid Nibley, who is presently on the music
faculty at the University of Michigan and serving as first counselor in the Ann
Arbor Ward bishopric.

O. McKay, Pathways to Happiness (Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1957), p. 113.
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