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the Church believe that the Gospel
teaches that an individual or system
is either good or evil and that ap-
proaches to society's problems are
similarly restricted to a moral dich-
otomy of right or wrong.

What is the "Welfare State" to
Mr. Preston? Is it the enlightened,
humanitarian approach to the ques-
tion of the civil rights of the Negro
as exemplified among many others by
our own great leader Governor Rom-
ney? Is it the "Christian" hand ex-
tended across the sea as exemplified
by our Peace Corps? Are these ex-
amples of the "liberal political per-
suasion" castigated by Mr. Preston?

The terms "liberal" and "conserv-
ative" have little meaning either in
the political arena or in our Dialogue
of Mormon Thought. While cate-
gorization to many is essential, it is
a dangerous and often misleading
practice on the whole.

The more meaningful dialogue, to
me, as a Church member, is over the
question of "activism" versus "passiv-
ism." For too long we as L.D.S.
people have withdrawn into our com-
fortable shell of isolation, busy with
our Church work but unconcerned
with the ills of the society within
which we live and work. (I might
say that the John Birch Society is at
least to be commended for their ac-
tive concern about the plight of our
country.)

Christ did more than any man to
correct the evils of his contemporary
society. He strove to elevate the con-
cepts of love, charity, honesty, chas-
tity, justice, and fairness in his fellow
men. He went out of his way to as-
sociate with and administer to the
lowly, dispicable, and hated of his
time.

However, the tendency of too many
in our Church is to restrict our love,
compassion, and charity to our own.
Too often we draw the line with our

religion, our color, our nationality,
or some other arbitrary classification
of human beings.

Carrying this concept to the polit-
ical arena the question becomes this:
Is it incompatible with the Gospel
as we understand it to support activ-
ism in government? What facet of
the revealed word is violated when
we support politicians who are ori-
ented toward positive governmental
measures to correct some of the social
and economic ills of our society and
in the international society of nations?

Gary R. Ricks
Santa Barbara, Calif.

Dear Sirs:
Could we please have some sort of

enlightened comment about a book
that is being foisted on the women of
the Church? The atrocity is called
Fascinating Womanhood, but accord-
ing to its contents could more ac-
curately be called Deceitful, Capri-
cious and Irresponsible Womanhood.
I believe that because of its point of
view that women do their finest work
as mothers and wives, it has been
accepted on that basis without further
investigation into the matter of how
women accomplish this work. Ac-
cording to the book's author, woman
must resort to the age-old deception
of coquetry, little white lies, and
women's wiles in order to achieve her
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desired goal — to be loved. It stems
directly from the ancient prescrip-
tion of how does "inferior" woman
ply "superior" man and thus gain her
own personal desires. We are told
in Fascinating Womanhood that by
using woman's inferior position wise-
ly and through inflating the male
ego, she will receive respect, admira-
tion, protection, and love in mar-
riage. (A sorry indictment of the
male.) If we believe what the author
tells us, we accept the premise that
womanliness is forced artificiality and
admitted inferiority. Woman can
only emerge from this position as
artificial and inferior.

If woman is to achieve something
more than fascination, she must be

taught to sharpen her perception,
develop her intellect, improve her
sense of humor, apply tenderness,
understanding, compassion, and love
to all of her relationships — and she
will need no artificialities. She will
be quite genuine and sufficiently able
to receive love and admiration and
cope with life's problems as a human
being, regardless of sex. Woman is
not inferior nor is she a fool. Fasci-
nating Womanhood would like to
make us think so.

Renee P. Carlson
Alexandria, Va.

FASINATING WOMANHOOD, by Helen
B. Andelin, will be reviewed soon in
DIALOGUE. [Ed.]


