
IN THIS ISSUE
Featured in this issue is Dialogue's first special section, "Reappraisals

of Mormon History," which has been guest edited by Leonard Arrington in
cooperation with the Mormon History Association, of which he is president.
The association held its first annual meeting (in conjunction with the Pacific
Coast Branch of the American History Association) on August 31 at Reed
College in Portland, Oregon; several papers were read, one of which, Davis
Bitton's "Anti-intellectualism in Mormon History," appears in this issue.
James Allen's critique of Bitton's essay, which was made at the meeting, is
also included. The formation of the Association and the work they have
already done is concrete evidence of the possibility of an exciting new era in
the writing of Mormon history, a possibility discussed in detail by Richard
Bushman in his introduction to the special section. We wish the Association
well and thank them for their support of Dialogue.

In addition to publishing important new interpretations of Mormon his-
tory, Dialogue will make available important historical documents. In this
issue, James Allen publishes for the first time substantial portions of two early
accounts by Joseph Smith of his First Vision which became known in modern
times and (to just a few people) only in the past two years. For our next issue,
Karl Keller has edited an unpublished account by Sidney Rigdon's son of the
life of his father, who was one of those closest to Joseph Smith.

Our next special section will examine "The L. D. S. Family in a Changing
World" and will be guest edited by Lowell Bennion, Lecturer in Sociology
and Associate Dean of Students at the University of Utah. The purpose of
special sections is to bring writers with a variety of experiences, professional
resources, and points to view into detailed study of a significant area of
Mormon culture and concern. We welcome suggestions for these special
sections and invite readers to submit their ideas for the section on the L. D. S.
family, as well as their articles and essays, to Dean Bennion.

We also invite letters to the editors. Our Letters section is reduced in
this issue because of space considerations — but also because response to the
second issue has as yet been somewhat sparse and timid. We again urge
readers to participate in Dialogue by sending responses to specific essays or
ideas and the journal and its purposes — or short reflections on anything
that might be interesting.

Finally, we regret to announce that we must increase our subscription
rates in order to maintain the quality of the journal. Dialogue, which has
no foundation or institutional support, has been possible only through the
voluntary efforts of many people. We are still hopeful that individual finan-
cial contributions can allow us to improve our subscription service, to invest
in wider advertising of the journal, and to increase the quality and interest
of our format through art reproduction — but to even stay solvent we must
share the basic printing cost among all our subscribers (presently, as the
saying goes, we lose a little on each copy but we make it up in volume!).
However, renewals (which can be made for up to five years in advance) and
gift subscriptions can be obtained at the old rates if submitted before the
fourth issue is published in December. Please use the enclosed form, and
Dialogue will send a special Christmas announcement, using art from pre-
vious issues, for all gifts ordered during this period.


	In This Issue

