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Dialogue's second issue goes to press amid much optimism. The fifteen
hundred pre-publication subscriptions encouraged us to believe that many
Latter-day Saints and others felt a need for a journal of Mormon thought, and
the more than one thousand additional subscriptions received since the first
issue appeared suggests that Dialogue is beginning to satisfy that need. With
what seemed to be foolhardy confidence, we printed twice as many copies of the
first issue as we had orders for. But our faith proved to be too little; the supply
was exhausted in a few weeks, and many who specifically requested the first
issue have had to be turned down until a possible reprinting. The press run is
much larger this time, and we hope to supply everyone who wishes a copy of
Dialogue number two.

This early success is gratifying to the editors, who conceived the idea of
the journal with high hopes, but no funds. Most successful quarterlies are
subsidized by organizations or institutions. Dialogue has depended and will
continue to depend upon subscriptions and gifts from individuals and upon
the voluntary efforts of contributors and staff.

From the beginning we envisioned one of Dialogue's functions as providing
a forum for examining the encounter of the Gospel and the Church with
the major issues of contemporary society. In this issue J. D. Williams traces
the Church's relationship to politics from the Missouri and Illinois period
through April Conference, 1966, and examines closely the issues raised by the
impingement of ecclesiastical authorities and their pronouncements on the
democratic process. Although based upon historical research and the analysis
of a professional political scientist, the essay also reflects Professor Williams's
personal concern for reconciling the roles of institutional action and individual
responsibility. In a very different kind of essay, Karl Keller relates his L.D.S.
faith and experience to the struggle for civil rights in the South; he responds
to the summer he spent developing Freedom Schools for Negroes in Ten-
nessee and to events and feelings that led him to be there, in the process
revealing how his specific ideals both make him part of the civil rights struggle
and cause him to be critical of some of its effects.

Our lead article for this issue looks at the Church's involvement in yet
another area of secular activity — the visual arts. James Haseltine, Director
of the Salt Lake Art Center, has examined diaries, letters, and other historical
sources in order to give a picture of official Church support of the arts in the
nineteenth century and to compare it with the situation of Mormon artists
today, a situation which he describes as a "Gentile" at home in Utah, with
understanding, some praise, and some strong recommendations.
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